The Story of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin™

AT o recently published book, “Trompets

of Jubiles,” and from other sourees in the
Librvary of Congress I gleaned the [ollowing
information respecting the origin and effect of
the slory which canzed the Civil War:

“The falee impression of the sondition of the
Southern slave created by ‘Unele Tom's Cabin®
enconrs ged Brown to believe thet .. . the negroes
would rize and mazsaere Their mazters: and he
Taid & plan to arouse them to taka this step, . . .
Tha negrees, honever, did net join the con-
gpi1uiora, a3 had been expeeted.”

The emne writer says further that the hook
was “a misleading but strongly-writlen story™.
and was “one of the powerinl agents in arousing
aguingt slavery the passions of the North. .« . .
It was condemoed in the Both apd by 1he eon-
sorvietive elepmeni of the North, vet o rreat many
Koulhern people professed Lo helieve that the
book gave a true picture of Southern life. . . .
Tt is prohalda that his hool did more than ony-
thing else to inerease the feeling of the North
aranst slavery™

Tt ne remember (hat the world hed not only
enterod the time of the end, and had been o it
for hall a cenlury, st the time the volone was
given fo the maesc, hut we were alse in the
mid=t of increasing spirt activity, s predicted
by the apestle—Eph. 6:10-13; 2 Thes. Z:0.

I harmeny with this, 1the Fox gistorg had
gtartled New England hy their “tabla rappings™
in 1948: Horare Greeley gave awpls spoce o
their writings on epirit phenomena in his Tib-
groe: and the Davenpord hrathers were astonish-
ing the people with their strange exhibitions,

Thonsands were faling & prey Lo these decep-
fion=, aml the word “medinm”™ was rooadly he-
comniig a household word. Tt was nol surprizing,
itherelore, thal one of Mg Bfowe's tempera-
pienl shoilid eoae voder the saine ovil influenee;
and Lhia iz exactly what happened, ag iz abun-
danily proven by what fallows,

Mrs, Stowe wasz the sicter of Henry Wand
Beocher, the noted preacher, Among other
1hings, shie wava of hersol [ that “thonsht, intense,
emalional thought™ was with her “a discase™:
aned ihat sho was “(he wlave and spoel of moerhid
fenling and norepzonahle prejudics”, She “telt
and thought with such abzorbing inteosity that
her mind wor exhaneted and she seemed sinking
Into a deadnes:", “Abhant half of my time I am
scarcely alive.” she onee declared.

By J, L, Bolling

Miss Beecher married Calvin Stowe, who “en-
tertained phantems, his visions, as he ealled
them., . . . Bince his earliest ehildbood they hadd
appeared before himy, emerging from the unlike-
ly background of the homely puritan village of
Natick, Mnag, whare ho was horn. Tt had bean
venrs before be had realized that they were not
as tangible as the peraons abong lim, and he saw
them with pride and plensore to the end of his
life. Their talk, whieh was gilent, shosl him
profoundly, as did the plaving of their mmeical «
instruments, whish he alwes s brard, They comes
info view throush the walls or furnitare, lovely
landzeapes oflen lay aboul them; they cnaeted
Likile dramas over and over again, without vari-
ation, in a thrilline vhyilm. Indiang wers
among their number, who plaved vicls and fid-
dles. . . . Most of these ghoetly visitanta had
ng eoonterparis in life; but oeensionslly men
amd women whom he detesfed wonld swim ho-
fore him in pleasant gmizes, while pergons whorm
he loved would be torribly torn, blackened or
shriveled by funnel shaped clowds, Onee a5 a
ebild he hal awalkened to discover in his hed an
ashy-blue skeleton, whick seemed to him entire.
ly palpuile.”

Theze demion manilestalions were remariable
in their abundance and persistence ; bul history
afforde not o fow perallels of 2 somewhat sim-
ilar character. They hring to memory at ones
the vigsiens of Bwedenbaoryg, Dante, Loyols, and
many others whe we re worked wpon by the evil
apirila ancd bespieed toowrife voluminons reeoris
regonling theiv exporiences. Through ler ins-
band, Mre. Stowe nndenldedly was steongly ins
Mueneed by these wicked spirits; and this was
donbiless Batan’s ohjeet in o Ferting therr union
in marriage.

The author of “Unele Toin's Calin” reesived
& thorough training [row her bnshard in the
ol of eeloring hee naveative, we are told, “writs
ing i the midat of gincerbrond and bolked beans
in ithe kifchen, and a haly at her feat™; for sha
wag o writer of some note belore she altempted
this work,

We read that ahe was impulaive in her literary
effortz, caring little for facts, and never taking
fime to even emrsorily investigate her ehosen >
gubject. Ehe was rash and bent apon tnaking
her paint at afl hazards, nenally writing from
the standpoint ol a preconceived opinion. "Ab-
aenee and wandering of mind® was “a physieal
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infirmity”. Her memory was ynreliable; amd she
often contradicted herself, but refosed to eor-
rect the most glaring inconsistensics of siate-
mernt,

Once she visited Dr. Holmes with & manu-
geript, but frankly told him that she did pot want
his opinion, sinee her mind wae already “made
up™; but ghe thonght that he might sugpest im-
provements in {he phraseology. “In many years
of her life the author avoided all reading upon
or allnzion to the subjeet of slavery,” believing
that no one could nnderstand 1t Tt was “a pass-
ing phantasmagoria.

Omea her husband and her brother assisted an
escaping slave along the “ondergronnd railway™,
amd on anether oceasion she visited for a few
hours a plapiation in Kentucky. Bat, rave for
gtories {old her by eclored women who ofien
Lelped her with her work in ile houschold, this
wag the exient of her coutaet with the institu-
tion. During the Birney riofs in Cineinnati *she
wits eonearned not with the issee of Slavery, bal
with ilhat of frec speech™.

Tn 1837 the Stowes moved to Brunswick, Me.
el ghortly thereafter she was “stirred by let-
ters from Mre, Fdward Beecher, of Boston, urg-
ing her to write someibing on the sabjecel”, “Bhe
hepan without plan or premonition, breaking in-
i eestazies of tears as she wrote” Her hosty
installments appeared in The Nafional Era, Bho
“imlged the whole by a picec™, and the story
w ae overenlored to the last depres. 1t was more-
Iv a sweeping indictment and a hysterical ont-
ery agnrinset the institution.

The sonniry was set on fire when the etory
Inter appearcd in book form. It was a time
when men gave loose rein to thelr emotions,
ihonght intenscly, énd talked with a rveckless
abanglon, Then eame “The Key™, another vol-
e of beavsay, withoot decamentary proofe.
It woloscked medhing.

We know (hat the days of divine inspiration
are over, They ended when John gave fo the
ehureh & record of fhe wonderlol visions on
Patmos, Bul Satan has al intervals thrust upon
the world during the eenluries following works
elaiming divine origin. A good modern example
i3 Mrz, Eddy’s “Brience and Heslth, with ey
to the Seriplores”™. Not one single book of the
Bible was wnilen by a woman,

Al to the ansecn origin of Mra, Stowe’'s book,
helieved br her and her friends to have been in-
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rpired, we will sllow her lo conviel hersell by
her own eonfesgion: “The scene [a vikion) pre-
gented itzell to ber mind while she was geated
at the eommunion table in 1he little church at
Brungwick. She was perfecily overcome by it,
and coold eearesly resirain the eomvulsion of
tears and sobbing which shook her frame.” She
ﬂhen ured the thind perzon in referving to hers

t,

After she had completed the hook, she ad.
milted her belief that it was the product of “an
unknown power”, stating that this auseen fores
wis “something uncontrollable™; that it eon-
timped 1o control her thronghout her ofort, ar.l
ultimately left her exhansted.

We quote again: “Mre. Stowe fell her: 10 0
possessed that she berame the conscions agent
of o power other than ber own The story csn
lzes ho said to bave been composed by her than
tiiposed upon her”™ [(Halics are onr=} **'Cocle
Tom's Cabin® iz & work of roligion; God wrote
it,” she averred. Dot some of her coniengpor-
ariez pronoanscs] i the werk of Satan; and they
were quite right.

Of conrse, God permilbed (he work to be writ-
tow, aml hes or will overrale it for ultimate soad,
a8 & part of {he general permiz<ion of evil; bot
He war not the anthor of it, hecanss He 13 “ne?
the suthor of confogion, but of peace”, gnd
Lennpls o inan Lo de evil.

The volmpe waa i=zaed af a Ume ahen cons
dilions were ripe for it2 recoption. Il nag the
“prychologioal uoment™ for Satan to aecwnplish
hig long-clrerished desipn to disiapl the Toion,
hia ultizate porpose being o fleottle iheaty in
Amerien and frustrate an impos{ant gati of
God's plan.

Centuvies before, anticipating the setfement
of North America by o berbx-loving people, and
the Tounding of o government [avoralde fo op-
Lightrnment, Satan hed soopht fo feresiall it
through the vovages of Columbos sl the resul-
ing effort to people it wilh Spaniards anl other
backward racea wmler the influence of Howe.
This nulertakiog lailed.

Grandly Qols plan went forwand, and in duoe
time the nueleus of & new nation appeared along
the North Allentic coast. Halan was demayed,
and inapired a tyrannieal roler lo ernelly
press the colonies, in the hope that the torel of
freedom, then burning =0 boghtly, woold be ex-
tinguished,
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Agnin, Tailore attended his efforts; the col-
onies revolted, and he tried the havsher means
of auhjuzaiion by war, But Jelovah raised op
& Washington, through whose instrmmentality
He overrulod the anger of men and davils for
gosd, and “breught forth on this continent &
nadion copeeived in 1iberfy, and dedieate] to the
proposition that all wen are ereated equal™.

Gend’s plan provided thal Amerieg ghould s,
8 peenlisr sonse, the worksbop and experi-
werilal loboratery of the time of the end; and
i cordie Ay, Qo this contral sonres 1ie iasg dis-
irilarten] Bz ehiel Blessings of the millengal
v per il enee, His fnvor Jins resisd apon
this romnfry Ceom the first in 8 very specind
gty TL Tiaes Dz, Doudesd, “the lamd shadowe:d
with provideniial  protection.  This,
thervfore, oo cowmes Fov Lhe repeated alismpis of
Bmtan Loodlesrey s ustilnlions,

Mollivg dlmonbed by bis defent, Satan tried o
misleadd the framers of the Constitution by sog-
wesiing fhrough his agenie the forwabion of
threo pepullies, ar one with three presidents;
bl wiser eonneel prevailed, aml he wag digap-
point=l Pmally, e achiovsd a trinmph when
elavery war made consliiationgl; and [rom thet
fime Poraard he logt no opportunity te stie up
geelionnl Jinztilily and cecate eriges in Congreas.

Btz st chaoee conme in 18320 when DMia-
siird applied for sdmiszion inio the Union, Pre-
vionsly, the siates had boen admitbed “somewhat
in paiee: fiest, one feom tho South, and then
orne Uretn (e Nelh”™ in onder 40 prevent frouhle;
bl A dmngerous ersis was precipitated when
Faton endeavored (0 have two Soatharn slates
received in soecegsion, Alelhema had Yeen ad-
writlend whess 3Miseouri knocked al {he Jdoor with
o eortifntion Tegalising slvvery, Thiz anserad
the MNorth, and war seemed jminent, Tt was
only averted by the *Alssounel Compromize™ in-
fraeinesd by Heory Clay, aud the final slrwrzie
wis deferred Tor theee deepdes, Again Satan
nas foiled, A Clas had wween providsd for the
cmereeney, CFheneelorward Ie beegme koown
a5 “ihe Urosl Peeifiealor”.

T 1832 a tan @ bl mimiead 1o Sootlern in-
teresi~ was pasdsed, and Bowth Ceroling theeal-
enod seeeezion, TF Doelanan had been presi-
dend, n "Bonthern Conlederper™ would have ro-
sulied : bk the Lord had permwiited Jackzon 1o
eceoupy the offics at this junetore, ard the in-
fAgenee of Calhoun and Havne was offzet by

Wiltgm,
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Clay and Wehster. The presidont made known
hig determination to use armed foree to preserva
the TUnion, and Clay secnred the passage of a
“Compromize Tariff”., Seoih Carcling 1len re-
pealoed the “Rullification Ordinance”, Saten was
again deleated.

Fineouraged by his near snecoss, the Devil in-
elituted & doable pregram, that of slavery agita-
tion through the Abolilion secietics, olinvelies,
clergy, newspapels, ote., and by havpezing Con-
gress with petitions awd decvmends Trom all
yealiers, Crisie alter oizis weiulied,  HBatsn
well knew that it Congress sould by induved Lo
allieh slovery, war wonld rvesult. Therelors
that hody was flooded with ahelition peiitions,

In order to settle the maller, siv veanhidings
affirming the conetitulionality of alovery aml
“the inahility of Congress to aoolsh™ it were
passed i IR, The Liberndor, piblished by
sarrizan, demanded “lnnoediafe ermancipation™:
and tho Constiduntion was denooneed as “an
aprecient with death and a sovennul with hell”,
Nogro inswrrections oeeicred, and many whila
people were maniered. Calhoun songhit fo slop
the agiteiion o 1836 with “the Gag Taw™, for-
bididing the reception of petitious; Tt the mea-
sure wae killad in the Senple,

Matters were further complicated by the an-
nexabion of Texas in 183G and by the Mexivan
War in 1848, The sendiment against slavery was
glronger than ever. Morve than two thooeand
newEpeEporE carricd informaiion everywlieso:
and the oeeatest word-hattle in hiztory wag ia
Drogres:.

Crode, slow-moving traive erawled through
the land, in fulfiment of prophecy, Story on l
profommed deluies noewmie] both honses of Co-
grossz, and Clar pnd Webster pleade) for prarss
and hermony. The admission of Colifovmia ra
a feee sfate was holly vontestod, WHE 1l pe= -
L af the ~hoackags AT the worl of f.'!:'.;'. fil
Websler was ended], sl they diod, There wes,
thero fowe, 1o Clny to idbrednee comm minicop avedd
and o Webster to raise his voice aeninst sc-
sezrior whem the hooe sirnek.

Tn 183 Conoress pasaed the “Fansas-Xehon=-
Tea B30, whiels perieiited theee territoriea dode-
cide for themeselves the guestion of “slavery oc
no stavery”. This transferred the stroggle from
(ongress io the people, and eivil strife at once
resulted, The fghting lasted 2overal years; ot
the anti-slavery foclion foelly won.
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The Dred Scott decision widened the hreach,
anl the two seetions now glared at each olher
like tigers. The clouds of war were rapidly

gathering ; filful lighining flaskes and tle roll of
thunder gave warning of the great storm which
was soon 1o break in all its terrible fury,

Providenee permitted a split in the Demo-
crotie ranks, which insured the eleetion of Lin-
voln, Gods chosen instrument in saving the
Tnivn. Secession regalled, amd the war came,

£ Alter repeated failures, the Thevil had finally ae-
eamplisled his puepose throogh the ageney of

i will-menning, but misguided woman

After the puldication of “Unele Tom's Cahin”
war wag inevitable, Tt soon came in o orreniial
downpeur; and its anthor immediately beeame
world fiare, for & time overshasdowing that of
Linecln. She was veesived in Farvope By erowiee]
heade, and her [oveign tony Becaume p pagenrt.
Hhe was idolized b the wonen of Evvepe, and
presentel with o monster petition of twentv-gix
folio veluwes, orging abolition.

She pecilbed i evervthing, i=ened scoreg of
pamphlets, entered into the (hick of the Kansas-
Molwaska diseresion, canznlied medinms  and
freely dipped into spivit writings, She met Mre,
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Browning while in Furope, a "eonvineed spirit-
naliet™; and we read that “these two sister gouls
were walted together on a faint and lovely ses
of emotion”, They exchanged letters on the anb-
Jeet for many vears,

In her correspondence with George Fliot gho
“poured ool a food of evidenee®, telling ahout
“eommunications” which she had received from
the gparit world, Onee she was misieken In- her
Tuisbamad for o “phantom™. “Bha had in trulh
the ook of o travee-walkor. Her air of vagoe
abg-orption bad beeome an incorrigible habit”

When the war eame, hor friends told her that
it was her war, "She had an augneniod srose
of divine appeinbnent,” and “presently she des
creled (hat Lincoln was fon elow™, Asenrdingly,
ghe “lastencd to Washinzlon to offer him ad-
viee,

Linceln waz worely heset b many evaizels
Bt L veeeived ey gravely, with the signilieant
peig il CHe vonee the e worman who made
thiz great war,” Althongh very laikative and
versatile, she lelt o recornd of the esonversaticn
which follewed?! Fwvidontly, she was no maieh
oy {he wreat Dmansipalor,

What Will They Think?

T[4 only pipely vears singe 1be pilloey passed
osud o e b Fir pland, Pillories were eopsson-
Iv cpveted in e vonter of the fown, w-nally penr
the village clvrch, The effender bl to stand
willi liz besd soed bends theoeed boles g the
bor, al elarmed af e emne bael, ga exlremei
]'.|l.;|::'1|'j |'||:l.-=l||rF'. 'i'll'n-;!l-ill:u'llly.' the eard ware enr
off by ghiser goatle pen from whens we reoefved
ey parestnee sl e dileas of Jirlice prn
| ERL
"|.'||'1: R & OO TR W '|-|--|~:_-:_.':;|E: :-|'|t||r_l:.'..'t-'-.-, -.I: '.'-.'-u.-'|_'|-i
Bochin, fiuen=f too bateln fo0 o Jesdied 1le1e weae
povei patecder v Thiroo ke fhed =5eees gedl o
Teenling et of prison, On cach ceeasiaon @ne
officer of the Low, ehiber a warden or o e lize.
Wannm, woan 2hiol and Rilled; emd on et secaeion
ong murderer escapod and las vob sivee been
Found, On a fourth pitespt one of the nmrderevs
wag himeell glaim, Now there are bat three of
the wrderess loft awaiting execution,

Fwndeutly fn the alnvs enroe s Toes heen
1oa Jong delavel, Aod veb wo easnet 25u1d he
other esteome, ciiber, Twe white men wed vwo
eolored gmen 1w o rosd I Misstesippi. Strife
fodiowre o aud oo of the white men was Gilled,
w0 Pmmiry was e ns lo the eanse of the
etrife. & wlk of & thowsand white men, women
srad childven mathers] and buwrncd the iwa
eolorcdd moen gt the etake. This Lanpensd in
e, BT

Wi eeaiidy ooames, a9 B owall =peely come
with e ertablichmes) of the Lords Eoidem,
vy il the peapls of that hoppy tiae thick
ol e zuerailen eavilimndion of our day ana of
s waepaed pazsf ! Wt weall Aliew ahiuk of e
Woerul YRy dmiwng dhie soeenllad Uhrizaign peas
pie of tho world? They will ass, How i=2 it prs.
rilife that Hese poor onfortunaies eozld fook
forwand 20 hopelully 1n o foiove hell when tooy
already bad az bad o one as the Dovil eould pos-
sibly jgmulacimee



