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Russia

Russian Jehovah's W itnesses leader  found guilty of
extremism

A regional court in Russia’s Altai region found the local head of the Jehovah's Witnesses guilty of extremism on Thursday and
sentenced him to 100 hours of community service.

GORNO-ALTAI SK, Novem ber 3 (RIA Novost i)
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A regional court in Russia’s Altai region found the
local head of the Jehovah's Witnesses guilty of
extremism on Thursday and sentenced him to
100 hours of community service.

The Jehovah's Witnesses is an international
religious organization. Many representatives of
more traditional religions consider it to be a
totalitarian pseudo-Christian sect.

The Gorno-Altaysk City Court initially acquitted
Alexander Kalistratov, head of the Altai branch of
the Jehovah's Witnesses, on April 14.  The
Supreme Court of the Altai Republic later
canceled the acquittal judgment at the request of
the prosecutor's office and remanded the case for
reconsideration to the same court.

The second trial started on June 22. Investigators
opened a case against Kalistratov after he
published and distributed 48 religious articles of
"a strongly extremist nature" aimed at
discrediting other religions.

Prosecutors demanded 140 hours community
service for Kalistratov after he was convicted of
inciting hatred and insulting human dignity.

Prosecutors told RIA Novosti they will not appeal the sentence although Kalistratov was
sentenced to only 100 hours community service.

Like

The Moscow News

Russia’s nat ionalist  genie

A forbidden city  for  Moscow

Stealthy lasers t arget  drunk dr ivers
from  a distance

Medvedev delights sat ir ists

External partners

Som e Really Surpr ising Animal
Facts

Confused Anim als – What  Else To
Say

Funny Collect ion of Dem ot ivat ional
Posters

WTF pictures of fashion show

RAPSI

Lavrov:  Russia's 'visa black list '
longer t han Am erica's

Abram ovich:  Nobody protected my
business in 1990s

Popular  tags

RIA NOVOSTI WEBSITE GROUP: EN.RIAN.RU | RUSSIA PROFILE | RIA.RU | MORE

3/ 11/ 2011 21: 14 RUS ENG DEU FRA ARA PER ESP JPN CHN(S) CHN(T) | RSS |

Jehovah's Witness leader charged
with extremism in Russia's Volga
region
Prosecutors to appeal verdict in trial

of Jehovah's Witnesses leader
Russian court to resume trial of

Jehovah's Witnesses leader
Volga republic of Mari El accuses

Jehovah's Witnesses of extremism

2011 Jeep Liberty
Best-in-Class Fuel Economy.
View Specs & Test Drive Your
Jeep Today!
Jeep.ca/Liberty

Wives from Russia
Meet Your Wife from Russia.
Unleash Your Desire. Unique
Service. Search
Anastasia-Date.com

Search

NEWS FEATURES & OPINION MULTIMEDIA ART&LIVING BLOGS VALDAI CLUB RIA NOVOSTI

Page1 sur 26Russian Jehovah's Witnesses leader found guilty of extremism | Russia | RIA Novosti

2011-11-03http://en.ria.ru/russia/20111103/168381701.html



STORIES »

Obam a, Putin top
Forbes list of wor ld’s
most power ful
people

U.S. President Barack
Obama has topped
Forbes’ list of the world’s
most powerful people in
2011 with Russian Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin
taking second.

Russian ar ms dealer
Bout guilty on all
charges

Russian arms dealer
Viktor Bout has been
found guilty on all counts
by a jury in the Federal
District Court of New
York.

Russia set to launch
Proton-M  car r ier
rocket with 3
Glonass-M satellites

Russia’s Proton-M carr ier
rocket with three Glonass-
M navigation satellites
will be launched on
Thursday from the
Baikonur space center in
Kazakhstan, a spokesman
for the Russian Space
Agency (Roscosmos) said.

Russian pr esident
ar r ives in France for
G20  summit

Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev arrived in Nice
on Wednesday for the
G20 summit to be held in
the nearby French city of
Cannes.

The case is not the first time the authorities in Russia have acted against the Jehovah’s
Witnesses. In June 2010, a court in Komsomolsk-na-Amur ordered the blocking of a
website operated by the group, claiming it violated the integrity of the Russian
Federation and incited social, racial and religious discord.”

Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF) and other organizations have criticized
Russia’s 2002 law on religious extremism, claiming it has “led to the prosecution of
numerous peaceful groups with do not threaten public order, social peace or national
security.”

HRWF says 265 religious and faith-based organizations are on a blacklist of so-called
extremist groups in Russia.
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