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Siber ian Jehovah’s W itnesses appeal 'extremism'
verdict

Alexander Kalistratov. Fi les

GORNO-ALTAYSK, Novem ber 14 (RIA Novost i)

Tags: Jehovah's Witnesses, Alexander Kalist ratov, Gorno-Altaysk, Russia

The head of a south Siberian branch of the
Jehovah's Witnesses is appealing a ruling that
labelled his activities "extremist," a court
spokesperson said on Monday.

Alexander Kalistratov, the head of the Jehovah's
Witnesses in the Altai Republic capital of Gorno-
Altaisk, was found guilty after he distributed 48
religious articles of "a strongly extremist nature."
The court says the articles were aimed at
discrediting other religions.

He was sentenced to 100 hours of community
service. The same court had acquitted Kalistratov
in April, but the republic's Supreme Court
ordered a new trial at the request of the
prosecutor's office.

Kalistratov is appealing the new decision at the
republic's Supreme Court.

The Jehovah's Witnesses is an international
organization, with some 7 million members
worldwide.

The case is not the first time the authorities in Russia have acted against the Jehovah’s
Witnesses. In June 2010, a court in Komsomolsk-na-Amur ordered the blocking of a
website operated by the group, claiming it violated the integrity of the Russian
Federation and incited social, racial and religious discord.”

Human Rights Without Frontiers (HRWF) and other organizations have criticized
Russia’s 2002 law on religious extremism, claiming it has “led to the prosecution of
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I talian president
backs M ar io M onti
as new PM

I talian President Giorgio
Napolitano has asked
technocrat Mario Monti to
form a new government,
following the resignation
of Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi.

Russia to honor
Syr ia arms contracts

Russia has said it will
honor all arms contacts
with Syria despite
continuing violence
against anti-government
protesters in the country.

Over  30  miners dead
in southwest China
coal mine gas leak

Thirty-four miners have
been confirmed dead after
a gas leak accident in a
coal mine in southwest
China's Yunnan province,
official news agency
Xinhua reported on
Sunday.

South Ossetia
residents go to polls
to elect new
president

Residents of the former
Georgian region of South
Ossetia are going to the
polls on Sunday to elect a
new president.

numerous peaceful groups with do not threaten public order, social peace or national
security.”

HRWF says 265 religious and faith-based organizations are on a blacklist of so-called
extremist groups in Russia.
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