
The July 15 2013 Watchtower, which has
been leaked weeks in advance of its

scheduled release, offers more questions
than answers regarding the Governing

Body’s “new light”

“New  light” W atchtow er m agazine leaked from
organizat ion w eeks ahead of general release

Posted on March 27, 2013

Three weeks ahead of its expected
release date in m id-April, a scanned
copy of the July 15 2013 “Study
Edit ion” of the Watchtower was leaked
to the office of JWsurvey by a
conscient ious act ive Witness within the
organizat ion. I  have spent  the last  two
days analyzing its contents.

The m agazine in quest ion details the
“new light ” unveiled at  the October 5th
2012 Annual Meet ing, at  which it  was
announced that  the Governing Body is
now considered the “ faithful and
discreet  slave” – the spir itual overlords
of the nearly 8 m illion Jehovah’s

Witnesses worldwide.

By the t im e the m agazine is finally released, ordinary Witnesses will have
waited six m onths since the Annual Meet ing for a writ t en explanat ion of
the new understanding. However, such ones will be disappointed to
discover that  this key Watchtower (which Bethelites have been inst ructed
by their  superiors to study in detail)  offers m ore quest ions than answers.
As m any expected, the m agazine writers give explanat ions for key
doct r inal understandings that  are unsupported and speculat ive at  best .

Here follows a brief overview of the four m ain study art icles…

■ Tell Us, When W ill These Things Be? (Septem ber 2-8) – This art icle

first  whets the appet ite of the reader by discussing bible prophecy
related to the “Great  Tr ibulat ion,” which will com m ence with an at tack
on religion by the “disgust ing thing” ( the United Nat ions)  and clim ax
with Arm ageddon. The art icle then provides a re-cap of the
understanding, held since 1995, that  the separat ion of the sheep and
the goats will happen during the Great  Tr ibulat ion. The writers expand
on this to provide “new light ” on Christ ’s “arr ival” as br idegroom .
Whereas this was once thought  to have occurred in 1918, the arr ival of
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Christ  as “m aster” or “br idegroom ” is now scheduled to happen at
som e point  dur ing the Great Tr ibulat ion.

■ Look! I  Am  W ith You All the Days (Septem ber 9-15) – Christ ’s

parable of the “wheat  and the weeds” is applied direct ly to the long
period between 33 CE and Arm ageddon. The separat ing work is said to
have com m enced in 1914, when Christ undertook a per iod of
“ inspect ion and cleansing” of the organizat ion that lasted unt il 1919,
when the Bible Students were approved as being “ t rue Christ ian
wheat .”

■ Feeding Many Through the Hands of a Few (Septem ber 16-22) –

Christ ’s m iracle of the loaves and fishes is held aloft  as a foregleam  of
his intent ions to appoint only a sm all group of m en over the spir it ual
feeding work. The art icle discusses the “apost les and older m en” as
being forerunners to the Governing Body arrangem ent . Russell and his
associates (pre-1914)  are precluded from represent ing the appointed
channel through which Christ  would feed his sheep.

■ “W ho Really I s the Faithful and Discreet Slave?” (Septem ber 23-

29) – The art icle begins by sweeping aside the previous understanding
that  the faithful slave was appointed in 33 CE, and goes on to explain
how the words of the “prophecy” began to be fulfilled only after 1914.
The faithful slave is ident ified specifically as being “a sm all group of
anointed brothers” current ly com prising the Governing Body as a
“com posite slave.” The art icle concludes by boldly insist ing that  Christ
WI LL appoint  the Governing Body, along with other anointed
Christ ians, “over all his belongings” when he com es in judgm ent  during
the Great  Tr ibulat ion.

The “disgust ing” United Nat ions – a form er  partner

The UN has com e under fire from  Watchtower publicat ions repeatedly
over the decades, but  rarely has the denunciat ion been so forthr ight  as in
this latest  m agazine. On page 4 in the first  study art icle, Witnesses are
rem inded that  the United Nat ions, which is declared to be the m odern-day
“disgust ing thing,” WI LL at tack Christendom  and the rest  of “ false
religion” to signal the outbreak of the Great Tribulat ion.

Witnesses will be fam iliar with Watchtower labelling the UN as the
“disgust ing thing” of Mat thew 24: 15, but  rarely has the assert ion been
m ade with such forthrightness that  the UN (and not  m erely its
“m em bers” ) will be solely responsible for an at tack on all religion. Over
the last  few decades, Watchtower publicat ions have descr ibed the UN’s
involvem ent  as execut ioner of false religion in a var iety of ways, som e
m ore obscure than others…

Quest ion:  Who will dest roy Babylon The Great?
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Answer…

■ 1 9 7 5 – “ the United Nat ions” (w75 5/ 1 pp. 274-275 par. 11)

■ 1 9 7 6 – “beast like radical powers from  within the United Nat ions” (gh

chap. 16 p. 147 par. 12)
■ 1 9 7 7 – “The m em bers of the U.N. and other nat ions not  m em bers of

it…” (go chap. 11 p. 177 par. 7)
■ 1 9 8 0 – “ the polit ical backers of the United Nat ions” (w80 7/ 1 p. 17

par. 23)
■ 1 9 8 2 – “The ‘ten horns’ of the United Nat ions ‘beast ’” (w82 5/ 1 p. 18

par. 9)
■ 1 9 8 5 – “polit ical elem ents, represented in the United Nat ions” (g85

4/ 8 p. 13)
■ 1 9 8 5 – “ant ireligious elem ents within the United Nat ions” (w85 6/ 15

p. 18 par. 19)
■ 1 9 8 7 – “The ten horns [ governm ental powers within the United

Nat ions organizat ion]  that  you saw, and the wild beast  [ United
Nat ions] …” (w87 11/ 1 p. 28)

■ 1 9 8 8 – “ the nat ions will use the scarlet -colored wild beast , the United

Nat ions…” ( re chap. 35 p. 258 par. 21)
■ 1 9 8 9 – “ the polit ical powers associated with the United Nat ions” (w89

5/ 15 p. 6)
■ 1 9 9 3 – “polit ical elem ents, including the United Nat ions” (g93 1/ 8 p.

12)
■ 1 9 9 4 – “m ilitar ized m em bers of the United Nat ions” (w94 3/ 1 p. 20

par. 11)
■ 1 9 9 4 – “m em bers of the United Nat ions” (w94 11/ 1 p. 17 par. 5)

■ 1 9 9 7 – “ the United Nat ions… will have a pr incipal role” (w97 9/ 15 p.

19 par. 14)
■ 2 0 0 5 – “m ilitar ized powers within the United Nat ions” (w05 9/ 15 p. 19

par. 13)
■ 2 0 1 3 – “ the United Nat ions” (w13 7/ 15 p.4 par. 6)

And so the declarat ion last  heard with such convict ion in the 70s and 80s
is now voiced again in 2013 – nam ely that  the United Nat ions organizat ion
direct ly (and not  necessarily its “m em bers” ) WI LL at tack and dest roy false
religion.

This should raise eyebrows am ong
personnel within the UN, whose own
Declarat ion of Hum an Rights enshrines
the “ freedom  of religion” – a fact
noted by the Society in past
publicat ions. (g86 10/ 22 p. 31)
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The Watchtower has once again labelled
the UN a “disgusting thing” despite being
affiliated with it for nine years as an NGO

I t  will also be a source of unending
bewilderm ent  to those within the Ex-
JW com m unity that  Watchtower
cont inues to slam  the UN as being a
“disgust ing thing” despite having
enjoyed a form al relat ionship with it  as
an NGO (Non-Governm ental
Organizat ion)  between 1992 and
2001. Watchtower only ended its illicit
associat ion when it  received unwanted

exposure from  the UK’s Guardian newspaper. (For m ore inform at ion, click
here.)

This latest  br ief foray into at tacking the United Nat ions in the first  few
pages of the July m agazine sets the stage for what  is to follow, as the
reader is dragged deeper into the m urky m adness of the doct r inal m aze
that  Watchtower has created, along with its heavily revised organizat ional
history.

An overview  of the changes

Before I  begin m y rundown of the “new light ” regarding the faithful slave,
I  feel it ’s im portant  to avoid potent ial confusion by clar ify ing elem ents of
the verse in Mat thew 24: 45-47 and sum m arizing what  the Society claim s
to be its fulfilm ent . Here is what  the scr ipture in quest ion says in the New
World Translat ion :

“Who really is the faithful and discreet  slave whom  his m aster
appointed over his dom est ics, to give them  their  food at  the
proper t im e? Happy is that  slave if his m aster on arr iv ing finds
him  doing so. Truly I  say to YOU, He will appoint  him  over all
his belongings.”

As you can see, the above verse effect ively has two elem ents to it . First ,
Christ  appoints his faithful slave to watch over his “dom est ics.” Then, only
later, does Christ “ arr ive” and appoint  the slave over all his “belongings.”
Clear ly, both of these things cannot  happen at  the sam e t im e. One part  of
the verse is descr ibed in the present  tense, and the other in the future
tense. Therefore, a per iod of t im e is im plied between these two events.
The quest ion, at  least  as far as Watchtower is concerned, is “when was
this t im e period?”

I n an effort  to m ake all of this as sim ple as possible, I  have produced the
following table. I t  shows the new understanding of the “ faithful slave”
teaching side-by-side with the old one. Feel free to refer to it  when
reading this art icle if things get  a lit t le too com plicated to take in.
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Please bear in m ind that  if you are expect ing explanat ions in this art icle
that  do not  appear, this is not  m y fault . Any such frust rat ion should be
directed at  the Watchtower writers, who have ignored a num ber of key
quest ions ar ising from  this “new light .” I  will do m y best  to highlight  all
pert inent  parts of the Watchtower that  I  feel are of interest  using selected
quotes. However, for reasons of copyr ight  and personal t rust , I  cannot
and will not  reproduce the ent ire art icle. Readers are rem inded that  the
full art icle will be available online in PDF form at  on (or around) April 15th.

Christ ’s “arr ival” in 1 9 1 8 scrapped

I t  has long been proclaim ed by the Society that  the references to Christ ’s
“arr iv ing” as “m aster” and “br idegroom ” in Mat thew 24 and 25 occurred in
1918 when he cam e to inspect  his faithful and discreet  slave. I t was said
that  the following year, 1919, Christ  com pleted his inspect ion and decided
to appoint  the ear ly Bible Students as his faithful slave over all of this
belongings.

Under this new understanding, however, 1914 is now earm arked as being
the year that  Christ  began to inspect  and cleanse the organizat ion – with
this “ inspect ion per iod” ending in 1919 when Christ supposedly approved
the directors of the Watch Tower Society as his faithful slave by
appoint ing them  over his dom est ics.

Page5 sur 29“New light” Watchtower magazine leaked from organization weeks ahead of general rel...

2013-03-27http://jwsurvey.org/governing-body-2/new-light-watchtower-magazine-leaked-from-orga...



1918 has therefore fallen by the wayside and lost  any real significance –
at  least  as far as the “end t im e” prophecies in Mat thew are concerned.
This is m ade clear on pages 7 and 8 of the new m agazine, where we are
inform ed that  all eight  references to Christ ’s “ com ing” or “arr ival” between
Mat thew 24: 29 and the end of chapter 25 refer to the “ future t im e of
judgm ent  during the great  t r ibulat ion. ”

An event ful “inspect ion and cleansing” period

I n the m inds of m any, one of the m ost  int r iguing aspects of this new
understanding is the fact  that Charles Taze Russell,  once considered part
of the Slave Class, has been effect ively writ t en out  of having any real
biblical significance in Witness history. This is confirm ed on page 19,
where it  says:

“Were the Bible Students in the years that  lead up to 1914 the
appointed channel through which Christ  would feed his sheep?
No. They were st ill in the growing season, and the
arrangem ent  for a channel to provide spir itual food was taking
shape. The t im e had not  yet  com e for the weedlike im itat ion
Christ ians to be separated from  the t rue Christ ian
wheat .” (w13 7/ 15 p.19)

Christ ’s parable of the wheat  and weeds (Mat t  13: 24-30, 37-43)  form s
the basis of the second study art icle, ent it led “Look!  I  Am  With You All the
Days,” and is referenced throughout  the m agazine, as above. The
scripture and its “ fulfilm ent ” is explained by m eans of an illust rat ive
t im eline that  st retches from  pages 10 to 11. Key elem ents of the t im eline
are as follows:

■ 33CE – Sowing begins

■ Sower:  Jesus

■ Fine seed is sown: Anoint ing with holy spirit

■ The field:  The world of m ankind

■ Enem y:  The devil

■ Men were sleeping:  death of the apost les

■ Wheat :  Anointed Christ ians

■ Weeds:  I m itat ion Christ ians

■ 1914 – Harvest  begins

■ Slaves/ reapers:  Angels

■ Weedlike Christ ians are separated from  the anointed “sons of the

kingdom ”
■ 1919 – Gathering into the storehouse, Anointed Christ ians are

gathered into the restored congregat ion
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Having been stripped of any meaningful
role in God’s purpose, C.T. Russell has

received the consolation of being likened
to John the Baptizer

■ Shining br ight ly:  Short ly before Arm ageddon, the rem aining faithful

anointed ones are gathered to the heavens
■ Arm ageddon:  At  Arm ageddon, the weeds are pitched into the fire

I t  seem s the Society is using the wheat  and the weeds parable in this
m agazine as a useful replacem ent  to fill the vacuum  left  by the previous
understanding of the faithful slave “prophecy.” The illust rat ion has been
drafted in to build a m akeshift  scriptural bridge between the
organizat ion’s history and the outset  of the Christ ian congregat ion in
33CE.

Another scripture that  is referenced is Malachi 3: 1-4, already associated
in the m inds of Witnesses as discussing Christ ’s visit  to his “ spir itual
tem ple” at  the end of the First  World War. The second study art icle
adjusts this understanding by explaining that  Christ  visited the
organizat ion ( invisibly, of course)  in 1914 after the weeds ( im itat ion
Christ ians)  had been allowed to grow for centur ies am ong the wheat
(anointed Christ ians) . So, what  posit ion, if any, did Russell occupy when
Christ  visited in 1914?

“During the decades leading up to 1914, C. T. Russell and his
close associates did a work like that  of John the Bapt izer. That
vital work involved restor ing Bible t ruths. The Bible Students
taught  the t rue m eaning of Christ ’s ransom  sacr ifice, exposed
the hellfire lie, and proclaim ed the com ing end of the Gent ile
Tim es.” (w13 7/ 15 p.11)

Thus, Russell is awarded the peculiar
role of “John the Bapt izer” in
Watchtower ’s new convoluted
m elodram a – forging the path ahead
of Christ ’s inspect ion of the
organizat ion in 1914. However, Russell
and his ear ly organizat ion is st r ipped
of having any m eaningful role in God’s
purpose. One is left  wondering, if
Russell’s death in 1916 happened
during the “cleansing” period, does this m ean that  his dem ise was all part
of God’s plan?!  Regardless, only after the 1914-1919 “ inspect ion and
cleansing per iod” was the organizat ion recognized as God’s organized
channel, as explained on page 19…

“From  1914 to the ear ly part  of 1919, Jesus accom panied his
Father to the spir itual tem ple to do a m uch-needed inspect ion
and cleansing work. (Mal. 3: 1-4)  Then, start ing in 1919, it
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was t im e to begin gather ing the wheat . Was it  f inally the t im e
for Christ  to appoint  one organized channel to dispense
spir itual food? Yes, indeed! ” (w13 7/ 15 p.19)

The tum ultuous per iod in the organizat ion ’s history between 1914 and
1919 thus becom es the focus of doct r ine perhaps m ore than ever before.
There is no longer a “ seam less” t ransit ion from  the t im e of the apost les
through to today. Pr ior to 1914, there was NO “organized channel” on the
Earth. By 1919, one had been suddenly and m iraculously form ed – by
none other than Christ  him self.

A Quest ionable Character

There is j ust  one sm all problem  with hanging so m uch doct r inally on this
m urky period in Watchtower ’s history. The m ore we delve into histor ical
docum ents, the m ore we realise that  Watchtower cannot  be proud of its
act iv it ies dur ing that  t im e – not  to m ent ion the lit erature that  was
produced. To com pensate for this, the Society m ust  reach for its eraser
and sm udge out  som e of the less savoury details of its past . This it  does
with reckless abandon on page 12…

“ I n late 1914, som e Bible Students were disheartened
because they had not  gone to heaven. During 1915 and 1916,
opposit ion from  outside the organizat ion slowed down the
preaching work. Worse, after Russell’s death in October 1916,
opposit ion arose from  inside the organizat ion. Four of the
seven directors of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract  Society
rebelled against  the decision to have Brother Rutherford take
the lead. They t r ied to cause division am ong the brothers, but
in August  1917, they left  bethel – a cleansing indeed!  Also,
som e Bible Students gave in to fear of m an. St ill,  as a whole
they willingly responded to Jesus’ cleansing work and m ade
the needed changes. Hence, Jesus judged them  to be t rue
Christ ian wheat , but  he rejected all im itat ion Christ ians,
including all those found within the churches of Christendom .
(Mal. 3: 5;  2 Tim . 2: 19) ” (w13 7/ 15 p.12 par.8)

To those who are even rem otely fam iliar with organizat ional events
between 1914 and 1919, the above depict ion of the Society ’s exploits
during that  period is flat tering at  best  and heavily revisionist  at  worst . For
exam ple, the “ four directors” did not  j ust  leave bethel – they were forcibly
rem oved with their belongings turned out  on the st reet . Bethelites were
even stat ioned to prevent them  from  re-entering the building!  Their
cr im e? They objected to Rutherford effect ively tearing up C.T. Russell ’s
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will,  which st ipulated that  power should be shared evenly between
Watchtower ’s board of directors.

I n a spectacular grab for power, following Russell ’s death in late 1916,
Rutherford used his legal knowledge to enact  bylaws in ear ly 1917 that
would give him  total cont rol over the Society, and render the role of
Society director all but  m eaningless. This was what  the “ four directors”
objected to, and they were uncerem oniously evicted from  their  hom e,
Brooklyn Bethel, for their  t roubles. You can read m ore about  what  REALLY
happened during those dark days in the booklet “Light  After Darkness,”
which is available in PDF form  by clicking here.

Rud Persson is a Swedish Watchtower historian who has copiously
analyzed all available docum ents from  this very episode in the
organizat ion’s history, and is com piling a book to sum m arize his research.
I  approached him  by em ail with the above paragraph from  this new
Watchtower, and he m ade this com m ent …

“ I t  is certainly t rue that  four Directors opposed ‘the decision to
have Brother Rutherford take the lead.’ They should do that ,
for it  m eant  a com plete departure from  the way Russell,  t he
then recognized ‘faithful and wise servant ’, had arranged for
m at ters after his death. I t  is not  t rue that  they ‘t r ied to cause
division am ong the brothers’. That  was not  their  purpose
which was to rect ify what  was wrong. I f spreading inform at ion
was necessary to do this, then of course they felt  that  wisdom
from  above is first  of all clean, thereafter peaceful.  I t  was
Rutherford with the aid of his yes-m en who went  public first ,
publicly blackening the four Directors and then Paul S.L.
Johnson. I t  is t rue that  the four directors left  Bethel in August
1917, on August  8 to be specific, but that  was not  the end of
the story.” – Rud Persson

I  for one cannot  wait  for Rud’s book to com e out , because I  am  sure it  will
shed m uch light  on these events, and further underm ine Watchtower ’s
astonishingly m isplaced t rust  and confidence in the character of “Judge”
Rutherford, not  to m ent ion this highly quest ionable and well-docum ented
period in the organizat ion’s ear ly history.

As previously m ent ioned on this
website, dur ing his presidency
Rutherford dist inguished him self as a
bully and a tyrant . He allowed an
atm osphere of alcoholism  to perm eate
Bethel, and used abusive and
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Documented evidence shows Rutherford
to have been a ruthless bigoted bully

rather than a clean-cut figurehead for the
fledgling Watch Tower Society

dem eaning language to int im idate and
belit t le any who fell short  of his
standards. He also lived in luxury at  a
t im e of nat ional auster ity, while m any
of his co-workers at Bethel lived in squalid condit ions.

All of this was docum ented during the Olin Moyle libel lawsuit in the ear ly
1940s, which Rutherford lost . A copy of Moyle’s resignat ion let ter which
sparked the lawsuit is available to read on this link. I t  gives an
astonishing glim pse into what  life was like in Bethel under Rutherford ’s
presidency, and casts ser ious doubt  over whether Christ  could really have
supported such a m an as custodian over his organizat ion.

I t  m ay be that  you, the reader, are so determ ined to think of Rutherford
as a good m an that  you will not  accept  inform at ion unless it  is within the
Society ’s own literature – even if it  is docum ented inform at ion from a
lawsuit .  I f that  is the case, I  would urge you to read m y art icle on racism
in Watchtower lit erature during both Russell and Rutherford’s presidency.
Som e of the bigoted statem ents m ade by Rutherford and his writers in
the Society ’s own publicat ions defy belief,  and should leave you beyond
any doubt  of Rutherford’s quest ionable character.

Despite all t his, the Watch Tower Society of the 21st  Century insists on
ascr ibing Rutherford with a prom inent  role in the fulfilm ent  of bible
prophecy – one of the very first  m em bers of the faithful and discreet
slave!  Even so, it  is perhaps noteworthy that  Rutherford ’s nam e is only
m ent ioned once in all of the four study art icles – and that  is in the quote
reproduced above. I  feel this m ay be telling. Watchtower wants you, the
reader, to focus on the date, 1919, rather than the bigoted bully behind
it .

A tenuous link

Witnesses will be fam iliar with the Governing Body‘s constant  at tem pts to
draw parallels between them selves and Christ ’s First  Century apost les.
The third study art icle, “Feeding Many Through the Hands of a Few”
represents yet  another exam ple of this.

The opening paragraphs rem ind the
reader of Christ ’s m iracle where he fed
the five thousand using just  a few
loaves and fishes, with his disciples
dist r ibut ing the m iraculously produced
food. (Mat t 14: 14-21)  The writer then
expands on this by explaining that
spir itual feeding was of m ore
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The magazine suggests that Christ’s
miraculous feeding of the five thousand

supports the Governing Body arrangement

im portance to Christ  than providing
physical food, and it  was for this
reason that  Christ  chose his apost les.

We are then rem inded in paragraph 9
of an incident  in the book of Acts
where a physical food shortage arose
am ong the ear ly Christ ians. The
apost les sprung into act ion to appoint
responsible brothers to ensure that
food was being dist r ibuted evenly. So
far the reader is thinking “Yes, but
these were Christ ’s apost les.  There is
no m ent ion in Acts of a Governing

Body.” But  it  doesn’t  t ake long (paragraph 10, in fact )  for the writer to
m ake the connect ion…

“By 49 CE, the surviving apost les had been joined by certain
other qualified elders. (Read Acts 15: 1,2.) ‘The apost les and
older m en in Jerusalem ’ served as a governing body. As the
Head of the congregat ion, Christ  used this sm all group of
qualified m en to set t le doct r inal issues and to oversee and
direct  the preaching and teaching of the Kingdom  good news. -
Acts 15: 6-29;  21: 17-19;  Col. 1: 18.” (w13 7/ 15 p.17)

The above statem ent  m akes an unfounded assum pt ion. I t  im plies that ,
once the circum cision issue arose, the apost les were perm anent ly “ joined”
by the “older m en” in the m aking of any and all subsequent  decisions
related to the ear ly congregat ion. There is absolutely no evidence of this.
I n the ent ire Bible, the phrase “apost les and older m en” appears only six
t im es – and all six t im es are in chapters 15 and 16 of Acts. I t therefore
seem s that  the involvem ent  of the “older m en” in this m at ter was a one-
off “ad hoc” event  that  was borne from  necessity and the uniqueness of
the situat ion. To suggest  that  the apost les were unable to reach decisions
without the older m en from  that  point  onwards is m aking an assert ion
that  sim ply isn’t contained in the scr iptures.

The next  paragraph goes on to im ply
that , from  this point  onwards, the
Apost le Paul was tasked with carrying
out  the orders of this newly form ed
“governing body.” I t  cites Acts 16: 4,5
where Paul is descr ibed as deliver ing
“ for observance the decrees that  had
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Once again the Governing Body holds
aloft the account of the “apostles and older
men” in Acts 15 and 16 as their mandate

to rule unopposed

been decided upon by the apost les and
older m en who were in Jerusalem .”

Only when the reader looks up the
scr ipture and notes it s proxim ity to the
circum cision issue in the previous
chapter does he realise that , rather
than being a perm anent  arrangem ent ,
Paul was m erely passing on the
inst ruct ions related to this part icular
m at ter. But  the way the Society
quotes the scr iptures suggests to the
reader that  this was an ongoing
perm anent “arrangem ent ,” and that

Paul was subservient  to the “apost les and older m en” from  then on –
which, again, is assert ing som ething that  is sim ply not  supported by
scripture. Paragraph 11 then draws the reader to the following
conclusion…

“Not ice that  those congregat ions prospered as a result  of their
loyal cooperat ion with the governing body in Jerusalem . I s
that  not  proof of Jehovah’s blessing on the arrangem ent  by
m eans of which his Son fed the congregat ions? Let  us
rem em ber that  spir it ual prosperity is possible only with
Jehovah’s r ich blessing.-Prov. 10: 22;  1 Cro. 3: 6,7.” (w13
7/ 15 p.18 par.11)

And so, like an accom plished m agician, the writer succeeds in duping the
reader into drawing two false assum pt ions:  (1)  that  there was a first
century governing body, which there wasn ’t  (and bible writers were
perfect ly capable of com ing up with their  own term  in Greek to descr ibe
such an arrangem ent  if it  existed without  the Watchtower adding to the
scriptures) , and (2)  that  it  was a perm anent  ongoing arrangem ent  rather
than a one-off way of dealing with a part icular problem  that  arose,
nam ely circum cision.

The next  paragraph is one of the m ost  int riguing in the m agazine, but  it
serves a very deliberate purpose. I t  states…

“Thus far we have seen that  Jesus followed a pat tern when
feeding his followers:  He fed m any through the hands of a
few. The channel he used for spir itual feeding was clear ly
recognizable. After all,  t he apost les – the or iginal m em bers of
the governing body – could provide visible proof of heavenly
backing. ‘Through the hands of the apost les m any signs and
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The magazine twice tries to argue that the
“faithful slave” could not have applied to

the apostles because it was mentioned in
the form of a question

portents cont inued to occur am ong the people, ’ states Acts
5: 12. Hence, there was no reason for those who becam e
Christ ian to wonder, ‘Who really are the ones through whom
Christ  is feeding his sheep?’ But  by the end of the first
century, the situat ion changed. ” (w13 7/ 15 p.18 par.12)

The paragraphs that  follow go on to descr ibe Christ ianity ’s slide into
apostasy following the death of the apost les, but rather than allowing
ourselves to be swept  along by the rhetor ic, the t rue purpose of the above
paragraph m ust  be fully recognized. The Society is now trying to m ake
the point , which it  repeats m ore clear ly on page 21, that  the faithful slave
scripture COULD NOT have applied to the apost les because their author it y
was unm istakable due to their “ signs and portents. ”

Sim ply put , the Society now argues
that , because Mat thew 24: 45 is
writ ten in the form  of a quest ion ( i.e.
“Who really is the faithful and discreet
slave…?”) , Jesus could not  have been
referr ing to his apost les. They say
that , because it  was so obvious that
the apost les were in charge, such a
quest ion would be irrelevant .
However, as I  will argue later in this
art icle, this reasoning is so flawed it is
alm ost  laughable.

I n reality, all the Society achieves with the above paragraph is to
inadvertent ly rem ind thinking Witnesses that  the Governing Body really
has no “visible proof” of their  appointm ent  by Christ .  Sure, they have an
organizat ion that  is expanding at  an underwhelm ing growth rate of 1.9%
(as of 2012) , but  it  is also an organizat ion that  im poses the torturous
shunning of fam ily m em bers and is increasingly m aking itself the subject
of legal pressure on account  of its dam aging child abuse policies. The idea
that  the individual Governing Body m em bers are som ehow invisibly hand-
picked by Christ  is therefore unthinkable – so unthinkable that  even the
Society evades art iculat ing this idea in pr int .  So where does the
Governing Body get  it s m andate from ?

I  wish I could answer that  quest ion by quot ing a series of paragraphs in
this m agazine through which the Society coherent ly just ifies the
Governing Body’s pope- like status. Sadly, however, there is no such
m ater ial to draw from . Nowhere in these study art icles is it  descr ibed how
Governing Body m em bers are selected, or how it  can be proven that
Christ  has any role in this process whatsoever. Rather, the m andate for
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the Governing Body to rule unquest ioned over nearly 8 m illion people
apparent ly hinges on three scr iptures:

1. Christ ’s m iracle of the loaves and the fishes in Mat thew 14
2. Two chapters in Acts, nam ely chapters 15 and 16 (a histor ical narrat ive

about  the handling of the circum cision issue by the “apost les and older
m en” )

3. The verses in Mat thew 24 about  the faithful slave – which m any argue
were intended purely as a parable.

Having established such a shaky foundat ion for just ify ing the present
Governing Body arrangem ent  in the first  three art icles, the fourth and
final art icle is left  to drive hom e the m essage that  the Governing Body is
to be loyally obeyed without  quest ion, because its future approval by
Christ  is already set  in stone. This is underlined by the final words of the
second paragraph, which states:

“ I t  is vital that  we recognize the faithful slave. Our spir itual
health and our relat ionship with God depend on this channel. ”
– Mat thew 4: 4;  John 17: 3.

I  looked up both scr iptures. As you would expect , neither was rem otely
connected with the faithful and discreet  slave.

W ho really is the fa ithful and discreet  slave?

I t  doesn’t  take long for the final art icle to answer the above quest ion,
which form s its t it le. A box is provided at  the top of page 22 that  spells
out  the answer succinct ly, as follows:

“ ‘The faithful and discreet  slave’: A sm all group of brothers
who are direct ly involved in preparing and dispensing spir itual
food during Christ ’s presence. Today, these anointed brothers
m ake up the Governing Body.” (w13 7/ 15 p.22 box)

This answer is elaborated on in the text  beneath, in paragraph 10…

“Who then is the faithful and discreet  slave? I n keeping with
Jesus’ pat tern of feeding m any through the hands of a few,
that  slave is m ade up of a sm all group of anointed brothers
who are direct ly involved in preparing and dispensing spir itual
food during Christ ’s presence. Throughout  the last  days, the
anointed brothers who m ake up the faithful slave have served
together at headquarters. I n recent  decades, that  slave has
been closely associated with the Governing body of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Note, however, that  the word “slave” in Jesus’
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David Splane extols
the teaching of the

domestics during the
Annual Meeting

illust rat ion is singular, indicat ing that  this is a com posite
slave. The decisions of the Governing Body are thus m ade
collect ively.”  (w13 7/ 15 p.22, par.10)

Having unequivocally assum ed such a lofty t it le, the Governing Body
m em bers probably felt  that  they needed to m ake som e token show of
hum ility. I t  was noted dur ing the Annual Meet ing that , in his talk, David
Splane went  to great  lengths to “sell” the new teaching to the audience by
pushing the new understanding of the dom est ics – now considered to be
both anointed chr ist ians, and those of the great  crowd.

“And brothers, we LOVE this teaching. ” Splane
enthused, adding, “We LOVE this idea, because it
really t ruly does dignify the m em bers of the Great
Crowd.” Many of us who watched those words being
spoken on the slick JW.org prom ot ional video have
been left  unconvinced. I t  seem s obvious that  the
“ faithful slave” has far m ore to “ love” about  this new
teaching than the dom est ics do.

The issue of the dom est ics is given sim ilar prom inence
in a sect ion ent it led “Who are the dom est ics?” on pages 22 and 23. A
picture is shown at  the top of page 23 in which Gerrit  Lösch and his wife
are seated at  a congregat ion m eet ing. Gerr it  glances inquisit ively as a
young child answers into the outst retched m icrophone. The m essage is
unm istakeable. “We are norm al, everyday brothers – just  like anyone
else! ” Not everyone will be buying it .

A select ion that  has a lready been m ade

A key reason why the previous teaching regarding the faithful and
discreet  slave alm ost  served its purpose ( to som e extent )  was that  it
referred to events in the m urky past  that nobody could rem em ber, and
m ade assert ions that  few could authoritat ively argue with unless they
were prepared to do som e research. For exam ple, the Society argued that
Jesus selected a Slave in 1919 that  had already existed for centur ies, and
appointed it  over all his “belongings.” Therefore, no m at ter what flaws the
organizat ion m ay now have, the argum ent  could be m ade that  the Slave
Class had ALREADY received final approval from  Christ – so any perceived
flaws were irrelevant .

But  now, the teaching is that  Christ  has YET to finally approve the
Governing Body in it s role as the com posite slave. With this in m ind, you
would expect  the Governing Body m em bers to exercise a bit  of hum ility,
and not  t ry to second guess the decision that  Christ  is due to m ake in the
future during the Great  Tr ibulat ion when he finally arr ives to inspect  his
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slave class. I nstead, the Governing Body boldly m akes Christ ’s decision
for him  in advance. Note what  is said on page 25…

“ I n view of the foregoing, what  can we conclude? When Jesus
com es for judgm ent  dur ing the great t r ibulat ion, he w ill find
that  the faithful slave has been loyally dispensing t im ely
spir itual food to the dom est ics. Jesus will then delight  in
m aking the second appointm ent – over all his
belongings.” (w13 7/ 15 p.25 par.18, bold m ine)

I  was am azed at  the arrogance when reading the above words. One would
think that , if they have any t rue Christ - like hum ility about  them , the
Governing Body would say words to the effect  of “we will do our best  to
provide spir itual food, and if Christ  is pleased with our efforts when he
com es, he prom ises to appoint  us over all his belongings. ” I nstead, as
m ent ioned, the decision has evident ly already been m ade by the
Governing Body on Christ ’s behalf t hat  he WI LL choose them  when he
com es.

The scr iptures them selves indicate that  the appointm ent  over the
belongings is not  to be considered a foregone conclusion. One is rem inded
of the very next words in Mat thew 24: 48-51 (New World Translat ion)…

“But  if ever that  evil slave should say in his heart , ‘My m aster
is delaying, ’ and should start  to beat  his fellow slaves and
should eat and dr ink with the confirm ed drunkards, the
m aster of that  slave will com e on a day that  he does not
expect  and in an hour that  he does not  know, and will punish
him  with the greatest  severity and will assign him  his part
with the hypocrites. There is where [ his]  weeping and the
gnashing of [ his]  teeth will be.”

I ronically, the Society addresses this scr ipture by m eans of a box on page
24, on the page just  before it  m akes the bold assert ion that  it  WI LL be
selected. The box begins by discussing the “evil slave” and m akes the
following statem ent…

“Was Jesus foretelling that there would be an evil slave class
in the last  days? No. Granted, som e individuals have
m anifested a spir it  sim ilar to that  of the evil slave descr ibed
by Jesus. We would call t hem  apostates, whether they were of
the anointed or of the “great  crowd.” (Rev. 7: 9)  But  such ones
do not  m ake up an evil slave class. Jesus did not  say that  he
would appoint  an evil slave. His words here are actually a
warning directed to the faithful and discreet slave.” (w13 7/ 15
p.24 box)
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And so a warning directed at  the faithful and discreet  slave is cunningly
turned into an opportunit y to lam poon apostates for “beat ing their fellow
slaves.” Even though the box acknowledges that  apostates are not  the
evil slave, it  st ill leaps on the opportunit y to m isrepresent  and st igm at ize
those who are guilty of nothing m ore than disagreeing with the teachings
and pract ices of the Governing Body.

Meanwhile, the Governing Body sidesteps Christ ’s warning about  the “evil
slave,” declar ing further on in the box that  it “has cont inued to keep on
the watch and to provide nourishing spir itual food. ” This part  of the
discussion is sum m ed up as follows…

“The anointed brothers who together serve as the faithful
slave recognize that  they are accountable to the Master for
the way they care for his dom est ics. The hearfelt  desire of
these anointed brothers is to fulfill their responsibilit y loyally
so that  they m ight  hear a ‘well done’ from  the Master when he
finally arr ives.” (w13 7/ 15 p.24 box)

Whatever the Governing Body m ay profess their “heart felt desire” to be,
they cannot  escape the fact  that  their  act ions and decisions have caused
m isery and heartache to count less thousands through their  cruel
insistence on unscr iptural policies such as the shunning of fam ily
m em bers.

Jesus said that  his followers would be ident ified by the love they have
am ong them selves (John 13: 35) , and yet the breaking up of fam ilies
purely because som ebody decides to leave his or her form er religion is
anything but  loving. Those labelled “apostates” and slandered with hate
speech m erely for dar ing to disagree with the Governing Body have every
reason to think of these m en as an “evil slave,” whether such ones st ill
consider them selves Christ ians or not . I t  is therefore difficult  to fathom
how the Governing Body can boldly consider Christ ’s approval of their
m ethods to be a foregone conclusion. (Mat t . 7: 21-23)

More quest ions than answ ers

I n total there are 23 pages in the four study art icles com bined. And yet ,
for all the sleek illust rat ions, carefully worded paragraphs and prophet ic
t im elines, the m agazine leaves key quest ions regarding the organizat ion’s
new doct r ines unanswered. Here are just  a few…

■ W hat  scripture supports the fact  that  the “inspect ion and
cleansing w ork” w ould take Christ  four  and a half years ( from
late 1 9 1 4  to early 1 9 1 9 ) ?” ( p.1 1 ) – Repeatedly the m agazine
insists that  the four and a half years between late 1914 and early 1919
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The early Bible
Students were said

to commit an
“organizational sin”

by ripping out fiercely
political pages of this

book

was a per iod of “ inspect ion and cleansing” by Christ .  However,
nowhere is any scr ipture provided to explain why Christ  would need
this specific length of t im e to achieve this purpose. Rather, it  seem s
that  events in the organizat ion’s history have been taken as the
“evidence” – and the scr iptures j ust  have to fit  around them .

■ W hat  w ere the circum stances under w hich the
early Bible  Students “gave in to the fear of
m an?” ( p.1 2 ) – This statem ent  is found on page
12, but  not  elaborated on. I f you have the t im e, I
would encourage you to do research on this if you
haven’t  already done so. I n a previous art icle, I
explored the events surrounding the publicat ion of
the Finished Mystery ,  and how the Bible Students
were ordered by the author it ies to tear out  pages
247 to 253 of the book – pages that  were fiercly
polit ical and cr it ical of Am erica’s war effort .  This
com prom ise was deem ed an “organizat ional sin.”
However, the m ore you research the ludicrous statem ents contained in
the Finished Mystery ,  the m ore you reach the conclusion that  Christ
would actually have praised the Bible Students for r ipping out  its pages
rather than chast ising them  for it .

■ I f  Russell and his associates w ere not  part  of God ’s channel ( or
even the “slave class”) then w hy did Christ  choose only to
inspect them in  1 9 1 4  and not  any other Chr ist ian
denom inat ions? ( p.1 9 ) – To put  this quest ion another way – why
would Christ “ inspect ” one Christ ian denom inat ion rather than several,
or even all of them ? I f there was nothing special about  Russell or his
associates, then why did Christ  effect ively set  up cam p at  Watchtower
HQ for four and a half years and “ inspect ” them  over this per iod?
“Cleansing” is one thing, but “ inspect ion” is som ething altogether
different . I nspect ion is som ething you do BEFORE you are sat isfied of
the nature of som ething. Would it  not  have m ade m ore sense to
“ inspect ” m ult iple denom inat ions first ,  choose one of them , and then
“cleanse” it  accordingly?

■ I f  a ll of the or iginal 1 9 1 9  m em bers of the slave chosen by
Christ  are now  dead, how  can it  be said that  subsequent
m em bers of the slave w ere chosen? – As m ent ioned in a previous
art icle, a key problem  with the “new light ” is the quest ion of
succession. Previously, the Governing Body claim ed that they were
m erely the representat ives of a cloud- like m ass of “anointed” ones that
has always existed since the t im e of the apost les. Now, however, they
have effect ively evaporated this “ cloud” and insisted that  their
appointm ent cam e direct ly from  Christ  in 1919. But  all of the 1919
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board of directors are now dead and buried, so how can it  be assum ed
that  their posit ion as “ faithful slave” was passed on to their
successors? The Society has roundly condem ned the catholic pr inciple
of apostolic succession in their  literature – including the Reasoning
Book. I t  is one thing to suggest  that  Christ  cam e and selected
Rutherford and his associates in 1919 (despite the connotat ions of this,
once you look at  Rutherford’s character and what  they were pr int ing at
the t im e) . I t  is another thing ent irely to assum e that  this status of “ the
faithful and discreet  slave” was som ehow passed like a baton to
successive generat ions down through the decades since 1919 based
purely on the necessit y caused by people dying. No explanat ion is
given as to how this was achieved, other than the suggest ion that  it
“ j ust  did” – which is essent ially Watchtower ’s version of apostolic
succession. With this new teaching, Watchtower has becom e m ore like
the catholic church than it  would care to adm it .

■ W hy can it  be said w ith certa inty that  Christ ’s original apost les
w ere not  at  least  part  of the fa ithful and discreet  slave? ( p.2 1 )
– This quest ion is posed on page 21 of the m agazine, but nowhere is it
sat isfactor ily answered. The only explanat ion offered is that the
“ faithful and discreet  slave” statem ent  by Jesus was posed in the form
of a quest ion, and therefore it  couldn ’t  possibly have applied to the
apost les since there was no doubt  at  all t hat  these ones had Christ ’s
author ity. However, the asking of a quest ion does not  necessarily im ply
doubt . For exam ple, what  about “ rhetor ical quest ions” where the
answer is known before the quest ion is asked? And if it  was such a
foregone conclusion that  the apost les would live up to Christ ’s
expectat ions, then why did Jesus go to such lengths to tell Peter to
“ feed m y lit t le sheep” after his resurrect ion? (John 21: 15-19)  The
art icle insists that  there was “hardly a reason to ask such a quest ion”
regarding the apost les, yet  recognizing the author ity of the apost les as
the “ faithful slave” was as m uch a choice for ear ly Christ ians as it  is for
Witnesses regarding the Governing Body today. This is highlighted by
the fact  that  som e early Christ ians deviated from  the apost les’
leadership. (2 Tim  2: 16-18)  The Society ’s reasoning is thus SO flawed
that  the quest ion is effect ively left  unanswered.

■ Just  w hat  is so special about
headquarters? ( p.2 2 ) –
According to the new explanat ion of
the faithful slave, it seem s that  a
key ident ify ing feature of a
com posite slave m em ber is not
WHO he is, or even whether he has
a heavenly hope or not . What
apparent ly m at ters is WHERE he
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It seems that working at World
Headquarters in New York is a key criteria

for being considered part of the Faithful
Slave, even though there is no scriptural

basis for this assertion

The Governing Body preferred to receive
applause and fanfare at their Annual

Meeting than go to any efforts to make sure
their “new light” reached the global

brotherhood simultaneously

happens to work. Nowhere in
Christ ’s discussion of the slave does
it hint  that “ locat ion, locat ion,
locat ion” would be at  all im portant
in ident ify ing who the faithful slave is, so how can the organizat ion be
so dogm at ic in insist ing that “headquarters” in New York carr ies such
relevance in m aking this biblical determ inat ion?

■ How  can the Governing Body just ify insist ing that  they W I LL be
appointed by Chr ist  over “all of this belongings” in advance of
this event? (p.25) – As discussed above, m any sincere Witnesses will
be left  scratching their  heads at the brazenness of the Governing Body
in insist ing they WI LL be appointed by Christ  over his belongings
before he has even com e in judgm ent . The decision has been
effect ively snatched out  of Christ ’s hands, and m ade for him .

An organizat ion as porous as it s teachings

By now you have probably reached the conclusion that m ost  of what  is
discussed in the four art icles of this new m agazine either m akes no sense
at  all,  or was already covered at  the Annual Meet ing nearly six m onths
ago – an event  at  which som e 15,000 pr ivileged Witnesses were t reated
to a glim pse of the “new light ” before m illions of their  brothers around the
world.

As discussed in a previous art icle, it
took m ore than a m onth following the
Annual Meet ing for news of the “new
light ” to be finally confirm ed on the
Society ’s official web pages, and
nearly two m onths for this
inform at ion to then be m ade available
in languages other than English.
Finally, six m onths after the
inform at ion was divulged from  a New
Jersey plat form , the worldwide
brotherhood are finally get t ing to
hear about this doct rine in pr int – a

doct r ine that  carr ies profound im plicat ions regarding the author ity of the
Governing Body.

No longer are the Governing Body self-appointed representat ives of a
som e obscure cloud of anointed Witnesses that  has always existed in
som e form  st retching back to the t im e of the apost les. They are now self -
appointed representat ives, not  of heaven-bound Christ ians, but  of Christ
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The leaking of this magazine and
other documents proves that more
thinking Witnesses are finding the

courage to take action

Share this:

him self.  They answer to no one, and m eaningful evidence to support  their
claim  is deem ed irrelevant .

True, it  m ay be that even before this announcem ent  a good num ber of
Witnesses considered the Governing Body to be the faithful and discreet
slave, but  this would only realist ically been for one (or both)  of two
reasons:  (1)  ignorance on the part of individuals regarding Society
doct r ine, or (2)  the way in which the Governing Body increasingly
presented them selves over m any years as being synonym ous with the
Slave Class. The fact  that  the rhetoric com ing down from  the Society led
m any to predict  the announcem ent  in advance does not  lessen the fact
that  the new teaching carr ies profound im plicat ions. I t  consolidates the
authority of the Governing Body, and effect ively elevates them  to Pope-
like status.

With all this considered, perhaps we learn
m ore from  the fact  that  this m agazine has
been leaked weeks ahead of it s release
than from  anything contained in its pages.
Just  like its doct rines, the Watch Tower
Society seem s unable to hold water in
term s of confident iality, as m ore and m ore
inform at ion is leaked by conscient ious
individuals within the growing ranks of
thinking Witnesses.

I t  is exhilarat ing to think that  so m any within the organizat ion are waking
from  their  indoct r inat ion and finding the courage to take r isks by get t ing
inform at ion like this art icle into the hands of those who will m ake use of
it .  I  only hope that  this pat tern cont inues, so that m ore and m ore t rue
light  can shine down on this quirky organizat ion with it s dubious history,
shady pract ices and tangled teachings.

J’aime 51 personnes qui l’aiment. Soyez le premier de vos amis.
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Comments

■
sabast iousMarch 27, 2013 at  8: 42 am

Awesome art icle Cedars!  The Watchtower is a dysfunct ion of society that  is enabled
by it ’s people. So many have defended their r ight  to lie to, cheat , steal and abuse
their own people. All in the name of “ freedom of religion.” They are not  a religion,
they are a v ir tual nat ion who are slowly indoctr inat ing their cit izens into a standing
army. One day they will hand them guns and tell them to march on the
governments of the world. Will we be ready?

ReplyLinkQuote

■
Yan BibiyanMarch 27, 2013 at  9: 04 am

Cedars, great  work!

A thingy caught  my eye….the “apost les and older men” illust rat ion above has EI GHT
bearded guys talking ( football over scrolls.

And the new FDS is composed of how many members?

Coincidence? Maybe…

ReplyLinkQuote

■
CAMOKOMarch 27, 2013 at 9: 37 am

I t  is not… I t  is posted as a sublim inal picture to reside in one’s subconscience, from
wich any ( re)act ion is prepared and then performed, thus to manipulate one’s “ yes”
and “no”

ReplyLinkQuote

■
Ms JacobsMarch 27, 2013 at  9: 55 am

Concerned that  more and more comments toward anointed will be leaving before
new world begins. The memorial talk hinted at  it  now this magazine. F and D are all
anointed not  just  GB.

ReplyLinkQuote

■
NickMarch 27, 2013 at  10: 00 am

As predicted the new light  totally elim inates Charles Russell as having anything to
do with the FDS! They need to do this of course because of his wacky teachings…
but as this excellent  art icle points out Rutherford was worse!
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ReplyLinkQuote

■
KurtMarch 27, 2013 at 11: 36 am

This art icle might  bolster the posit ion of the governing body as leaders, excuse me,
taking the lead among those who accept  it  at  face value, but  it  creates two new
problems.

First  thing, there is the claim that  someone can not  get  Bible understanding alone,
but  must  get  taught  from  an organizat ion that  channels God. The teaching has been
that  the organizat ion has been in existence since the first  century and the faithful
slave has been feeding people through it . With this new teaching, you have 19
centuries of people somehow com ing to understanding of the Bible and becoming
wheat Christ ians, all without  a faithful slave or organizat ion. So one could r ight fully
reason that  if people were able to understand the Bible all that  t ime without
organizat ional leadership then they could certainly do so now.

Secondly, even if one takes leave of the facts and their powers of reason enough to
accept  this art icle as being accurate, it  creates another problem. Accept ing that  in
1919 some men were appointed as a faithful slave, they are all dead now. The
current  men in the governing body were not  appointed then, and there is no
provision for them to be appointed in some form  of apostolic succession, which the
Reasoning book points out  is “not  a Biblical teaching” . That  leaves the governing
body in the posit ion of being ordinary men making unscriptural boast ful claims
about  themselves in order to deceive people into obeying their orders.

This corporat ion has painted it self into an even smaller corner with this art icle with
no way out . I t  has no credibility .

Thank you for your review and other work you have done in examining the works of
the Watchtower corporat ion.

ReplyLinkQuote

■
mikenMarch 27, 2013 at  11: 37 am

This further self-assumed authority of the governing body makes the quest ion as to
whether or not  their claim  to appontment  in 1919 is t rue or false an even more
crit ical quest ion than previously. Don Cameron in his Capt ives of a Concept
addresses the quest ion and beyond doubt  shows the claim  to be untrue. See
ht tp: / / capt ivesofaconcept .com/
The two main prophet ic publicat ions dist r ibuted after the supposed 1919 inspect ion
and appointment were The Finished Mystery and Millions Now Living Will Never Die,
both claimed to be produced under divine direct ion. The prophecies of course failed,
a sign of divine appointment?
Rutherford was regarded as the ‘Faithful and Discreet  Slave or Steward’ successor
to Russell not  a group of men at the Brooklyn bethel see the 1917 pamphlet  The
Parable of the Penny at ht tp: / / wtarchive.svhelden.info/ english/ books-and- t racts/

Rutherford himself cont rolled what  was published and wrote a vast  amount himself
as well as doing radio broadcasts and grammarphone recordings together with
numerous assembly and convent ions talks. At  the first  annual meet ing after
Rutherford’s death in 1942 in a unanimous declarat ion it  was stated that
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“ inst ruct ions come to the Lord’s people on earth from the office of the president  of
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract  Society, filled by anointed men chosen of the Lord
in his organizat ion; ”
Jehovah’s Witnesses Yearbook 1943 page 169.
Analysis of the histor ical recorded facts during the Rutherford presidency and the
major part  of the Knorr presidency do not  substant iate thelatest  claims of group
preparat ion of supposed spir itual food, however groups wre probably involved in the
dist r ibut ion.

ReplyLinkQuote

■
Mrs CMarch 27, 2013 at  12: 21 pm

Great  art icle Cedars! !  I  really hope the act ive Witnesses will think about  those
seven quest ions.

ReplyLinkQuote

■
AWAKENOWMarch 27, 2013 at  12: 26 pm

Cedars – Beaut iful piece of work. Just  excellent . A great  counter point  and voice of
reason to the GB’s “murky madness.”

They are now fully qualified to be “The Man of Lawlessness” at  2 Thessalonians
chapter 2, which the first  century Christ ians condemed. I n part  it  says:

“However, brothers, respect ing the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ … we request
of you not  to be quickly shaken from your reason… Let  no one seduce you in any
manner..” (2Thes 2: 1-3)

“He… lifts himself up over everyone who is called “god” or an object  of reverence,
so that  he sits down in the temple of The God, publicly showing himself to be a
god.” (2Thes 2: 4)

Think about  it :
- They assert  that  God accepts only one organized and t rue religion to serve him
and to reveal his will,  then claim  that  they are God’s spokesman and exclusive
channel for t rue worship for mankind today. Thus they replace God’s will and
authority with their own.
- They assert  personal salvat ion and a relat ionship with Christ  depends on how
mankind responds to Christ  brothers, then as self appointed mediator and teacher
claim they are his t rue brothers. Thus they replace Christ  as mediator and savior.
- They assert  themselves to a superior posit ion while insert ing themselves into the
center of their followers lives requir ing absolute loyalty, total devot ion, and
unquest ioning obedience. Thus they have dictated faith, obst ructed salvat ion, and
hijacked the worship of m illions of people.

“…indeed, the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will do away with
…because they did not  accept the love of the t ruth…” (2Thes 2: 10)

Sadly, Jesus’s descript ion seems to apply to them quite well: “ I n that  way you also,
outwardly indeed, appear r ighteous to men, but  inside YOU are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness. (Mat thew 23: 28)
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Cedars, keep turning the screws as long as you can. I nformat ion like this and the
heart felt ,  lov ing, and insight ful comments posted on this site are a t reasure.

ReplyLinkQuote

■
musicman4283March 27, 2013 at  1: 11 pm

Excellent  art icle!  I  mean, WOW! I  have been wait ing for these retards to pr int  some
“New Light ” for some t ime now. A person very close to me has been studying with
JWs and has repeatedly been lead to believe that  there haven’t  been any drast ic
changes in doctr ine. As soon as I  get  my hands on that  PDF of the magazine I  will
finally be able to show this person just  how r idiculous the claims of the governing
body are. Hope you don’t  m ind, but  I  will probably use some of your points from
this art icle to dr ive the point  home. I ,  with your help, am  on the verge of saving yet
another person from this horr ible organizat ion!  Thanks for all you do.

ReplyLinkQuote

■
mikenMarch 27, 2013 at  1: 29 pm

Thus they replace Christ  as mediator and savior ” .

“ I t  is vital that  we recognize the faithful slave. Our spir itual health and our
relat ionship with God depend on this channel.” – Mat thew 4: 4;  John 17: 3.

Note not  on Jesus Christ  (John 14: 6) . Could this be the reason why Jesus is totally
missing in the illustrat ion regarding the earthly organizat ion and its relat ionship to
and by the heavenly organizat ion on page 29 of the April 15 Watchtower magazine.
There is even a heirarchy of seat ing qualit y from the governing body down!

For anyone interested the bylaws Rutherford got  passed at  the first annual meet ing
after Russell death held in Jan 1917 to gain cont rol of the society are recorded in
the court  t ranscript  of the Olin Moyle case 1527-1532 See
ht tp: / / archive.org/ st ream/ OlinR.MoyleTrial/ 1943_Olin_Moyle_Trial# page/ n285/ mode/ 2up

ReplyLinkQuote

■
KtotheRAD "Konrad"March 27, 2013 at  2: 44 pm

I  can only sum up my thoughts in these simple cursory symbols which I ’m  sure,
whether spoken or not  will be shared by many both inside and outside of the
organizat ion:

“?????”

ReplyLinkQuote

■
Magusknight1974March 27, 2013 at  2: 52 pm

Well Cedars I  believe the t ime is get t ing closer for us all to see the t rue nature of
this light . Remember Satan is the Great Deceiver and we all can adm it  he is doing a
Grand Job with this group. The first  step to unified power is too elim inate the old
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beliefs in order to create new ones. The path for the future of this group required
this new movement to take place quickly. The Roman Caesar would do this in order
to focus cont rol and power over his Empire to favor him . I  always knew this day
would arr ive and this is fulfilling prophecy in our t ime. Jesus warns us of a t ime
when people would assume power in his name. !  John Chapter 4 and verses 8-12
show that  we must  know our God by his at t r ibute of Love and follow this example. I
do not  see how changing the power st ructure of this organizat ion while st ill not
addressing the real concerns on policy is loving in any manner. Jehovah and Jesus
both are not  happy with this new evolut ion in thought  but  will separate those good
ones from this organizat ion. Trust  in your God with your whole heart  and be like the
tree that ’s leaves never wither and die. I f we show love and cont inue to help guide
those blinded by false light  are displaying ourselves as True Christ ians ment ioned in
the Bible. Keep fight ing this organizat ion for if they are t ruly protected by divine
powers we are no match but  if they are not  they will fall in ruins. A lit t le flair  but  it
makes the point . Love ya all.

ReplyLinkQuote

■
Jane RobertsonMarch 27, 2013 at  3: 58 pm

So Jesus used 12 men to feed less than 10,000 people but  uses less than 10 to feed
millions the logic is st retched so thin it  is impossible to see. The problem with any
lie is it  grows and grows as you t ry to plug the gaps. The societ ies lie is now out  of
control and becom ing more ridiculous. I  can only hope that  a few will see the issue
with this teaching and leave never to return.

ReplyLinkQuote

■
TheSnarkyApologistMarch 27, 2013 at  4: 03 pm

I  agree with everyone else, yes, it  is a great  art icle. BUT! ! ! !
My quest ion is this….”how can we flog the daylights out  of them with it? lol…..

ReplyLinkQuote

■
CedarsMarch 27, 2013 at  4: 15 pm

That ’s your job Snarky, using your special YouTube powers! !

Time to roll out  the green screen I  think….

ReplyLinkQuote

■
FrankMarch 27, 2013 at  4: 06 pm

I f the UN is going to turn on religion it  is likely at  the request  of the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society.

Type in “Jehovah’s Witnesses” into the search engine at :

ht tp: / / www.osce.org/ search/ apa…..0Witnesses

and you’ll f ind 147 references to the religious r ights of JWs to preach.
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Then go to:

ht tp: / / www.osce.org/ ec/ 43240

and read the first  two lines:

“The OSCE recognizes that  the United Nat ions Security Council bears primary
responsibilit y for the maintenance of internat ional peace and security. Thus, the
United Nat ions is the OSCE’s primary partner organizat ion.”

Then t ry:

ht tp: / / www.jw.org/ en/ news/ by- r…..object ion/

As you will see, this is JW.org. Why does the UN “ image of the Scarlet -Coloured
Wild Beast  even come up? The squeaky wheel gets the oil!

How do we know WTBTS uses UN clout?

ht tp: / / www.watchtowernews.org/ nyt imes.htm

Note theses sent iments writ ten by the WTBTS itself:

“Human Rights Violated
The ability  to pract ice religion freely is a basic human right ,
supported by the United Nat ions Universal Declarat ion of Human Rights,
the European Convent ion on Human Rights, and the Const itut ion of the French
Republic. Yet  the tax authority believes it  has the r ight  to use its
power of taxat ion arbit rarily to restr ict  some religions but  not others.”

Join the dots and what do we get?

Frank V

ReplyLinkQuote

■
C MMarch 27, 2013 at  4: 07 pm

Wow this art icle t ruly spoke to me I  hope they are held accountable for the lies and
harsh rules that  have been the cause of death, heartbreak, suffer ing by so many.
Every t ime the doct r ine changes more and more people are “awakening’ and the
fact  that  the Magazine was leaked ahead of t ime is proof that  even in places where
they have access to such things we find “awakened brothers” . I  am  going through
persecut ion myself as my fam ily has found out  that  I  am learning TTATT and no
longer believe this to be the one t rue religion and accussing me of apostasy and
blam ing me for their health and money issues etc. because they have all lost
Jehovah’s protect ion according to them. I  have been kicked out of the house, not
for being a drug addict , not  for stealing, I  have done nothing wrong scripturally and
yet  they have gave me the ult imatum and will shun me, thanks to their WT
mindset . But  in t ime I  think more and more will see what  is really  going on. And the
they will see how wrong they were for kicking their children out  of their homes,
let t ing their loved ones die for not  recieving a blood (  or bone marrow t ransplant  )
t ransfusion, for shunning people and chosing the org. over them, for teaching false
doct r ines,etc. No 8 men can have all that  power the t ime is t ickin let  us count  the
hours and unt il then the world and our loved ones are theirs.
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C M

ReplyLinkQuote

■
FrankMarch 27, 2013 at  4: 23 pm

“With 57 States from Europe, Central Asia and North America, the OSCE is the
world’s largest regional security organizat ion. I t  offers a forum for polit ical
negot iat ions and decision-making in the fields of early warning, conflict  prevent ion,
cr isis management  and post -conflict  rehabilitat ion, and puts the polit ical will of its
part icipat ing States into pract ice through its unique network of field m issions.

“The OSCE has a comprehensive approach to security that encompasses polit ico-
military, economic and environmental, and human aspects. I t  therefore addresses a
wide range of security- related concerns, including arms cont rol, confidence- and
security-building measures, human r ights, nat ional m inorit ies, democrat izat ion,
policing st rategies, counter- terror ism and econom ic and environmental act ivit ies.

“All 57 part icipat ing States enjoy equal status, and decisions are taken by
consensus on a polit ically , but not  legally binding basis. ”

Not ice here: “ (The OSCE)  offers a forum for POLITI CAL negot iat ions…”

ht tp: / / www.osce.org/ who

“…comprehensive approach to security that  encompasses POLITICO-MILITARY…”

“…taken by consensus on a POLI TICALLY…”

Frank V

ReplyLinkQuote

■
FrankMarch 27, 2013 at  4: 26 pm

Here’s j ust  one document containing a SUBMI SSION to this ‘polit ico-military’
organisat ion for enforced recognit ion of “ freedom of religion” :

ht tp: / / www.osce.org/ odihr/ 38881

The fact  seems that the “European Associat ion of Jehovah’s Christ ian Witnesses”
takes on the appearance of a ‘polit ical arm ’ of God’s Organisat ion!

I ’m  confused. Where does James 4: 4 fit  in with this scenario? I f I  made subm ission
to a polit ical organisat ion, wouldn’t  I  disfellowshipped?

Frank V

ReplyLinkQuote

■
slavenom oreMarch 27, 2013 at  4: 46 pm
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well writ ten and great  points throughout  especially at the end. Hopefully  more will
see the lunacy of the men behind the curtain and leave them behind to live the rest
of their lives in t rue freedom. Fine work cedars!  I  have enjoyed all your art icles thus
far and ant icpate your future posts. Cheers!

ReplyLinkQuote
■ Post  a comment
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