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Doctors, Police "fight off" Jehovah's Witnhesses
over blood transfusion
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MORE HEALTH HEADLINES
Doctors, Police "fight off"
. s . . . . Jehovah's Witnesses over blood
The life of a critically ill nine-year old girl (name withheld) Jun-19 transfusion
whose parents belong to the Jehovah Witnesses faith was
saved last Tuesday when the James Town police offered Jun-19  Parents ‘influence teen drinking’
protection to the medical staff of the Princess Marie Louise .
X , . ) K K Doctors: Birthday revelers may
Children's Hospital to provide blood to the dying patient. Wn-17 ave been chemically poisoned
The police intervention was as a result of a distress call by Junqq CYtotech use could cause

doctors and nurses at the hospital who were faced with the infertility and death

challenge at the hands of the girl's parents who were
protesting against the intended transfusion of blood to their
daughter since it was against their faith.
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Email The girl, a sickle cell patient, whose blood count had gone

down drastically was diagnosed by a team of doctors led by Jun-17
Dr Eric Sifah, Medical Superintendent of the Hospital, to be
severely ill and required blood transfusion to survive. Jun-16  Nana Boro fights Malaria

Husbands asked to support their

NEW
B3 Have Your Say ( 90) pregnant wives

Single Spine: Nurses threaten
Dr Maame Yaa Nyarko, a pediatrician at the Emergency Ward of the Hospital, told The un-16 ot rike if...
Spectator that the mother of the girl, Hannah Bentil brought the patient who had the
"SS" blood trait to the hospital at about 6pm on Monday looking very pale.

High prevalence of Diabetes in
Ghana: A possible cure in the near

future
She said, the medical team on duty, including the nurses recognised the girl as a

. . . L . . Korle-Bu in desperate need of
sickle cell patient who had not been attending clinic for counseling and guidance. Jun-15

blood donors

Dr Nyarko said besides being in a pale state, the colour of the urine of the patient was Residents of North Kaneshie face

Jun-15
. P . health hazard
also very dark like 'Coca cola' indicating the fast break down of the red blood cells.
Prolonged TV watching 'raises
. . Jun-15 . N
She said after the blood and the haemoglobin levels were checked, samples were diabetes risk
taken and given to the mother to take to the laboratory. Sleep position during pregnancy
Jun-15 .. . .
link to still-birth
The mother however refuse(_i to send the sample meant fgr the blood grouping or Club of young blood donors to be
cross-matching that could aid the possible blood transfusion. Jun-14

inaugurated

Even though the doctors explained to the mother in the presence of some relatives
that the daughter's haemoglobin level was too low and she ought to be given blood
transfusion, she flatly refused, citing religious reasons and the abhorrence by the
father, Justice Bentil.

The Social Welfare Officer at the hospital was also tasked to counsel the mother but
she was adamant and urged on by some friends, she demanded that the daughter be
discharged forthwith.

They subsequently began making attempts to prevent the doctors and nurses from
attending to the patient.

When matters were getting to a head, the doctors called for the assistance of the
police to offer them the necessary protection.

Police Superintendent B.B. Bakomora, the James Town District Police commander,
immediately responded to the call and dispatched a team of policemen and women to
provide protection to the health team.

On the arrival of the police, some exchanges took place between the doctors and
some members of the religious group lasting about two hours. The doctors finally
resolved to have the girl transfused with the blood and that was done around 4.30pm
on Tuesday.

Doctors said her condition was now stable and they hoped for improvement.

Superintendent Bakomora justified the actions of the medical staff, saying they owed
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it a duty to prevent the loss of life.

He said Section 79(1), (b) of the Criminal Offences Act of 1960 (Act 29) states that "A
parent is under duty to give access to the necessities of health and life to the child
who is not of age and capacity as to be able to obtain those basic necessities".

Source: The Spectator

E send to a Friend =] Printer Friendly Page

Popular Stories

Most Read l Most Emailed Most Discussed

Death wish? Family zooms to 'dead' relation's surprise
Gunmen attack NDC Chairman

The NDG s desperation knows no bounds — John
Boadu

Nigerian man flies from JFK to LA with expired
boarding pass

Michael Jackson gave himself the drugs That killed
him - Doctor

Kate Middleton and Jane Austen are related, historian
reveals

Libya: AU condemns French arms drop to rebels
FONKAR, GAME to go on a unity march in Kumasi

Home | About Myjoyonline.com | ContactUs |

http://news.myjoyonline.com/health/201106/67763.asp

Feedback |

Advertise with Us |

News Archives

Page 2 sur 2

2011-07-01



