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Coroner urges Jehovah's Witnesses to review
blood transfusion ban s

+a Hobart - A coroner has called on the leadership of DIGITAL ]OURNAL

the Jehovah's Witnesses to review the ban on blood Join our team of reporters and be
transfusions after a death under circumstances he part of the digital media revolution
described as "graphically illustrating the
consequence of rigid adherence to that doctrine.”
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The Jehovah's Witness, who died of post-surgery

complications, would likely have survived had she
accepted a blood transfusion. That was the A i
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them from accepting blood transfusions.
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News.com reports staff at the Royal Hobart Hospital tried to convince Judith's husband to

approve a transfusion for his wife after she began losing blood following the surgery, but Mr.

Allen refused to approve, saying hisreligious belief prevented him. His wife died on the

morning after the surgery.

Coroner Rod Chandler expressing his professional opinion said:

"...in my opinion, [it was] highly likely that the internal bleeding that arose
following the lap band revision could have been successfully treated and
MrsAllen's life saved...In these circumstances Mrs Allen's death was clearly
preventable."

The coroner went on to say:

"No criticism should be made of Mr and Mrs Allen for their choice of
religiousfaith...I accept that this doctrine has been an entrenched principle
of the Jehovah Witness religion since 1945 despite considerable
debate...Nevertheless, Mrs Allen's death most graphically illustrates the
consequence of therigid adherence to that doctrine and brings me to
recommend, perhaps forlornly, that the Jehovah Witness Governing Body

i i i i ion of itsdoctrine ™
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Tasmania Mercury reports there are over 2,400 Witnesses in Tasmania, in 24 congregations.
An elder of the sect, Graeme Martin, who spoke in response to the coroner's statement, said
thereis plenty of research supporting "non-blood medical management" in cases of religious
choice not to accept transfusion. Elder Graeme Martin, said:

"growing medical evidence of a decreased mortality rate with non-blood
medical management".

Tasmania Mercury lists recent cases of blood transfusion controversy involving Jehovah's
Witnesses in Australia:

May 2011 - A Jehovah's Witness woman from Melbourne life was saved by
using synthetic cows blood.

December 2010 - A Victorian judge ruled a Jehovah's Witness's written
refusal of ablood transfusion had to be honoured even after he became
unconscious.

June 2010 - A South Australian Supreme Court overruled the wishes of a
Jehovah's Witness family and ordered that their son receive potentially life-
saving blood transfusions despite their objections.

August 2009 - A dying NSW man's last request has been granted after a
court allowed him to refuse medical treatment on religious grounds.
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Just wait long enough... the "blood doctrine" will go away. Just like the organ transplant doctrine went away.
How many people lost their lives before Watchtower decided organ transplants were OK? Did the
Watchtower go back and apologize? How many people died before the Watchtower decided blood fractions
were OK? How many people died before Watchtower decided vaccines were OK? Funny thing.... the Bible
doesn't change, but the Watchtower sure does. Whether a Christian accepts a medical treatment is between
him and his God. Apparently some people's God is the Watchtower. Little children, turn away from idols!
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Not that | approve of this... But who are we to judge what a person does or does not believe...
You have a right to believe what you do... Why can't they? That is what this country was
founded on... Freedom... of religion...
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Penny Russell | have seen so many deaths from this doctrine. Where do you draw the line
between "believe what you will* and "your beliefs are affecting others"? Small children who had
no voice have died. Pre-teens who had been brain-washed by their parents have died. Mothers
in labor have died, leaving orphans. My friend died from a four-wheeler accident at 15 - he
would have lived with a transfusion. He was blindly following what he was told. Another friend's
grandson died at 12 from cancer - steadfastly refusing blood because "God wouldn't love him if
he took it." Sometimes beliefs are dangerous. If it only affects you, be as gullible as you will.
But when it takes away children who have no voice or don't understand for themselves, then
their freedom is being compromised.
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Related News

1. Court allows hospital to give unborn
Jehovah's Witness blood
Oct 22, 2011 by JohnThomas Didymus - 4 comments
An Irish High Court has given permission to a Dublin
maternity hospital to give blood transfusion to the
child of a Jehovah's Witness couple. The child is 26
weeks gestation age.

2. Would you eat blood? Cuisine prepared
with blood latest trend
Oct 21, 2011 by Josef LoCascio - 11 comments
Halloween might be just around the corner, but this
year Dracula is not the only one with an appetite for
blood. As tasty as they are taboo, dishes made with

blood are becoming all the rage, and could be
popping up in a kitchen near you.

3. Op-Ed: How political correctness kills —
tainted blood
Sep 9, 2011 by Alexander Baron - 2 comments
The powerful homosexual lobby has succeeded in
overturning the blood donation ban imposed in
Britain in the 1980s, but heterosexuals will pay the
price.

4. Cow's blood enzyme used to glue food;
raises health, faith issues
Apr 27, 2011 by Carol Forsloff - 3 comments
The next time you eat chicken nuggets you might
want to think again about what is used to mold the
casing for it as it comes from cow’s blood which
raises dietary questions as well as faith-based
issues.

5. How one woman survived being

abandoned in a foreign country [l
Dec 23, 2010 by Michael Cosgrove - 9 comments
Although the fight to survive in a foreign country after
being abandoned by a partner and saddled with all
the debts can be extremely hard it is not impossible,
as Maria-Louise Sawyer, an Englishwoman living in
France, testifies.
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