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OTHER NEWS

Purdy's Farm in Greenwich sells for $1M
Lisa Chamoff,  Staff Writer
Published 10:11Àp.m.,  Thursday, January 19, 2012

VIEW: LARGER | HIDE

Purdy's Farm at  1353 King St .  in Greenwich Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2012. The property was sold last  week for $1 million to the
Jehovah's Witnesses of Greenwich and Port  Chester, N.Y.,  which is said to have plans to build a church there. Photo: Bob
Luckey /  Greenwich Time | Buy This Photo

One of Greenwich's last working farms, and the
center of a property dispute dating back several years,
has been sold.

The 2-acre Purdy's Farm property at 1353 King St.
sold last Thursday for $1 million to the Jehovah's
Witnesses of Greenwich and Port Chester, N.Y., which
have plans to build a church on the property. The
Jehovah's Witnesses also purchased the adjacent
property at 1357 King St. for $500,000. That property
will be used for residences, according to Elsie Pecorin,
the broker at Weichert Realtors who has been
marketing the property since 2008.

The properties were originally put on the market five
years ago for a combined $4 million.
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The Jehovah's Witnesses, which have locations on
Stanwich Road in Greenwich and King Street in Port
Chester, could not be reached for comment.

The land has been the subject of a legal dispute
between original owner and farmer Del Zanette, and
his partners Ronald Pecunies and Arthur Watson Jr.,
the owners of Mercedes-Benz of Greenwich.

Zanette, who about eight years ago was facing
foreclosure, entered into a partnership with Pecunies
and Watson, who loaned Zanette money to meet his
back mortgage payments and helped secure another
mortgage for him. In return, Zanette signed away
control of the property, yet maintained a 50 percent
membership in the properties, according to Robert
Kaelin, the former lawyer for Pecunies and Watson.

Zanette was evicted from the farm in 2008 after
losing a battle in the Norwalk Housing Court for
allegedly failing to pay rent, and then again in 2010.

Both Zanette and Pecunies died in 2010. Pecunies'
widow is currently in a battle with his young German
mistress over his multimillion-dollar estate, which
includes a rent-controlled Manhattan apartment,
according to published reports.

Reached Wednesday, Watson confirmed that the
property had been sold, but referred further questions
to his attorney, Jonathan Mills, who declined
to comment.

Pecorin said the legal dispute surrounding the property was resolved before the sale closed.

"Everybody was covered by an attorney, and it was all worked out through one attorney at the
end," Pecorin said. "All in all, it worked for everyone, I  think."

Prior to his 2008 eviction, Zanette was one of the last two farmers in Greenwich. The last
remaining farmer is John Augustin, who operates a farm on King Street.

A group called the Greenwich Farmland Preservation Coalition had been hoping to buy the
property, but Jim Carr, a member of the coalition, said the legal issues surrounding the land,
coupled with the economic downturn, made the purchase difficult.

"We didn't know who we were dealing with," Carr said. "That's what really prevented things
from moving forward."

Carr said the coalition is still operating, but purchasing open space is difficult because of
property values.

"Our big problem is to do an outright purchase of land, and in this economy it's difficult to
raise money," Carr said.

LATEST NEWS

Midseason boys basketball
report

LATEST ENTERTAINMENT

'Six Views' kicks off Silo season
in New Milford

Yale bans kegs at football games11:07Àa.m.

2 cops injured in nightclub
scuffle10:57Àa.m.

Up to 6 inches of snow expected
Saturday10:47Àa.m.

Van fire jams I-95 traffic in
Fairfield11:29Àp.m.

Former New Haven cop found dead in
Bridgeport11:22Àp.m.

Printable Version Email This J’aime 0 0

■ Iran proposes new nuclear talks with world
powers - Connecticut Post

■ Man who lost wife in Tucson shootings says
Giffords makes him sick

■ Two women killed in car crash - Connecticut
Post

■ World÷s Greatest Retirement Lie Dupes Baby
Boomers (Newsmax.com)

■ One Million Homeowners May Get Mortgage
Writedowns (CNBC)

■ The Five Year Rule for Buying a House
(Moneyning.com)

Page2 sur 3Purdy's Farm in Greenwich sells for $1M - Connecticut Post

2012-01-20http://www.ctpost.com/local/article/Purdy-s-Farm-in-Greenwich-sells-for-1M-2642859.p...



5  Foods to never eat
Cut  down a bit  of stom ach fat  every day by never eat ing
Truthaboutabs.com

$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  Canada Grants.
Apply For  $10,000 Canada Grants. Ends Soon.
freecanadagovgran

Ads by Yahoo!

© 2012 Hearst  Communicat ions Inc.

CT POST
Home
News
Sports
Business
Entertainment
Obituaries
Opinion
Living
Blogs
Traf f ic
Weather

SERVICES
Customer Care
Contact  Us
Advert ise With Us
Terms of Service

MARKETPLACE
Classif ieds
Find Bridgeport  j obs
Jobs
Homes
Rentals
Cars

OTHER EDITIONS
Home delivery
e-Edit ion
Mobile
iPhone
Android
RSS
Facebook
Twit ter

LOCAL SERVICES
Air Condit ioning Cont ractors in Bridgeport
Car Dealerships in Bridgeport
Cleaning Services in Bridgeport
Family Doctors in Bridgeport
Furniture Stores in Bridgeport
Inj ury At torneys in Bridgeport
New Car Dealers in Bridgeport
Real Estate Agents in Bridgeport
Real Estate At torneys in Bridgeport
Restaurants in Bridgeport

OUR PARTNERS
Connect icut Post
Darien News
Fairf ield Cit izen
Greenwich Cit izen
Greenwich Time
HealthyLife CT
New Canaan News
New Milford Spectrum
Norwalk Cit izen
Stamford Advocate
The News-Times
Westport News

■ County sees surge in communications/media
office occupancy -…

■ Catholic Church's visiting priests come under
scrutiny -…

■ Aerobic Exercise and Belly Fat [what 's t his?]

■ You're Driving Less, Aren't You? Road Travel
Dips To Historic Lows (TheCarConnect ion.com)

■ Seller wants to stick buyer with repair bill
(BankRate.com)

New to the site?

To use comment ing, you
need to sign up.

Register

(Forgot  Password?)

Sign I n

Already a member?

Please log in.

Remember Me

Add Your Comment

Email

Password

Page3 sur 3Purdy's Farm in Greenwich sells for $1M - Connecticut Post

2012-01-20http://www.ctpost.com/local/article/Purdy-s-Farm-in-Greenwich-sells-for-1M-2642859.p...


